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Letter from the Pastors 
 
Dear MCBC participants and members, 
 
We are excited to have the opportunity to begin in-person worship services after having spent a 
considerable amount of time apart.  However gathering together does come with some new 
restrictions and guidelines as I am sure you have grown accustomed to over the past so many 
months.   
 
In the following document you will find our plan for adhering to health and safety best practices 
in order to keep our congregation safe.  This plan was created taking into consideration the 
recommendations from the World Health Organization, Centre for Disease Control, Health 
Canada, Ontario Public Health, Toronto; York; and Peel Region Public Health and other 
organizations similar to MCBC.  We have done our best to think through every aspect of our 
worship services and your participation in attending MCBC.   
 
Please understand, our primary goal is the safety, health and wellbeing of our congregation 
(especially those in higher risk categories).  We hope you have seen this in our conservative 
and cautious approach to reopening MCBC.  It is our prayer that this document reminds you that 
God continues to be glorified, that Jesus continues to be proclaimed and that the Holy Spirit is 
working in you to love and care for one another.  Your continued prayers are coveted during this 
time.   
 
It is important for us to remember that the Church never actually closed, just the doors to our 
buildings. As Christ’s disciples, we are learning to live out our calling to worship, pray, 
encourage, witness, disciple, and serve in creative ways all the while, trying minimize the risk of 
COVID-19 transmission. 
 
We have gone online, moved our small groups to zoom and google meets, and found new ways 
to love our neighbors.  We are still the people of God; we—not our buildings—are the real 
church. 
 
Now, we enter a new phase of COVID-19 as restrictions loosen and businesses begin to 
reopen.  Our church faces a set of difficult decisions: when to resume in-person ministries and 
how to carry out these ministries safely.  Churches around the country are feeling pressure to 
rush these decisions. 
 
________________________________________ 
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We invite you to consider these 5 attributes as we move forward with Re-Opening. 
 
Humility 

Humbly examine your biases, influences, pressures, anxieties, worries, fears, and your 
church’s strengths and weaknesses that could have a negative effect on your ability to 
make wise decisions.   
 
We humbly admit we do not know how to handle everything.  We ask for your patience 
and understanding.  We recognize you individually may know better or more, that does 
not always translate to a public spaces.  We invite your feedback but more importantly 
we invite your engagement.  Please give us the benefit of the doubt that we are trying 
out best.   
 
Please come to terms that everything has changed, we will need to discover a “new” 
normal, things will not be able to go back to the way it was.    

 
 
Love 

Follow the Biblical commandment to Love God and Love Others.  We are simply 
gathering because we want to honour God together.  Our love for God is always 
demonstrated by our love for others.  We hope you will examine how your actions and 
words can either help or inadvertently cause harm.   

 
 
Perseverance 

Be prepared for the long journey of re-opening and helping MCBC navigate the ever-
changing landscape.  COVID is a “marathon” not a “sprint” – we are inviting you to keep 
the long-term view in mind.  Scripture reminds us that we are called to finish a race, it is 
not about being first place in the race.   
 
Patience is going to be key.  We need to be patient with one another, bearing with one 
another.  Mistakes will be made, setbacks may arise, and things will be overlooked, but 
keep the big picture in mind.  We are not just about re-opening a church building, we are 
about being Citizens of the Kingdom of God of which the church plays a role but you as 
a citizen play a larger role.   

 
 
Wisdom 

We invite you to stay up to date with the latest information but also the proper 
information.  We invite you to listen to valid, credible and accountable news and 
scientific information.  We will rely on information from the federal, provincial and 
municipal governments.  We will rely on information from reputable organizations such 
as the WHO, CDC, Health Canada, Ministry of Health, Peel Region Health, and other 
reputable Faith Based Organizations.  Most important we will submit all of this under the 
guidance and authority of the Holy Spirit and seek discernment on these matters.   
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Servant 
We invite you to seek out prayerfully how God would invite you to serve.  We cannot re-
open the church without the people willing to roll up their sleeves and get their hands 
dirty.  As your pastors we will have no problem to ask people to clean, scrub toilets and 
floors, greet people with smiles, and move furniture because we are servants, we have 
taken the initiative and done those things first.  We take Jesus’ example to heart and we 
have and will continue to lead by example with our words and actions.  We just hope you 
will never see any task as “beneath” you, because we don’t.  We are all servants to King 
Jesus. 

  
As we begin the process of re-opening there needs to be clarity and clear direction.  We hope 
you will take the following information to heart as our commitment to you, our MCBC Family.  
We also hope that you will reciprocate your commitment to us, your Pastors.  This entire 
pandemic has not been easy on us, your Pastors, and re-opening will prove to a tall task.  As 
your pastor, you have our commitment that everything we will do is for the glory of God, for the 
sake of His Kingdom and for people to experience the life-transforming power of Jesus.   
 
With Grace and Mercy, 

Kenneth Foo 
Enoch Lau 
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When are we OPEN? 
 
So here is the good news: 

- We are having an Outdoor Worship Service in the Parking Lot on August 29, 2021 
@ 9:30am 

o Registration will be required 
 

- We will officially reopen the church for in-person worship services on September 19, 
2021 @ 9:30am 

o We will be open weekly after that point 
o Registration will be required 
o We will gather in Room 500 for our worship service 
o We will not have any children or youth programs – but children and youth are 

welcomed to participate in our worship service 
o Our livestream will continue 

- In order to prepare for our Re-Opening we will be livestreaming from MCBC on Sept 
5 & 12 and we will have our leaders and volunteers to plan and prepare for the 
services.   
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Before You Come… 
 
In-Person or Livestream 
We are grateful that we have been able to stay online during this season.  We are committed to 
continuing our online worship service and online ministry programs in the same manner and 
quality.  In other words, if you do not join us physically, you are not missing out.  You can 
participate online as well.  We will be doing our best to improve on all fronts but we need your 
feedback and your help.   
 
We continue to livestream every Sunday @ 9:30am on our church YouTube page.   
www.youtube.com/MCBC-MiCHURCH 
 
 
Early Arrival 
To minimize disruptions and to allow for safe entry we ask that you plan to arrive 15-20mins 
early to the service.  Our service will begin promptly at 9:30am on Sundays.   
 
 
Capacity and Registration   
We are currently permitted to have 30% maximum capacity, we will implement a registration tool 
for our services.  We will maintain our count of 50 persons maximum, this includes children and 
adults along with those who will be serving in the forefront and in the background.  We are 
asking for a level of diligence here from our congregation.   
 
Each Sunday we will have a registration form for you to fill out to attend.  You will receive a 
confirmation of attendance within 24hrs of registration.  Registration will close once we have 
reached capacity or Friday midnight (whichever comes first).  Registration is done on a first-
come, first-served basis.  If we find demand becomes high (which would be amazing), we will 
consider adding additional service times or increase capacity in accordance with government 
guidelines.   
 
To ensure we maintain the correct numbers in our building space we kindly ask that you only 
attend our in-person worship service after having received your confirmation email.  Please join 
our livestream if you do not have a confirmation email from us.   
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.youtube.com/MCBC-MiCHURCH
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Should I attend? 
We invite you to consider the following self-screening questions.   
 
If you answer ‘yes’ to any of the following we ask that you join us online for our livestream 
instead of in-person.   
 

Screening Questions Y N 

1. Have you travelled outside of Ontario in the last 14 days?   

2. Have you had CLOSE CONTACT (including living in the same household), with a 
confirmed COVID-19 positive individual in the last 14 days? 

 
Close contact means: 

 Sharing food 

 Living in the same household 

 Without PPE 
o Less than 2 meters distance for longer than 15 minutes 
o Presence of sneezing/coughing 
o Physical touch 

  

3. Do you have any of the following symptoms: 

a. Fever of 37.80C or greater   

b. New or worsening cough   

c. Shortness of breath   

d. Sore throat   

e. Difficulty swallowing   

f. Runny nose or nasal congestion (in absence of underlying reasons for these 
symptoms such as seasonal allergies, post nasal drip, etc.) 

  

g. Change or loss of sense of taste and/or smell   

h. Nausea/vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal pain   

4. Are you a person or in daily contact with persons of high-risk (older adults, pre-
existing health conditions, compromised immune systems, etc.) 

  

 
You will also be asked to review this screening tool upon arrival at the MCBC.    
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When You Arrive… 
 
Again to ensure we maintain the correct numbers in our building space we kindly ask that you 
only attend our in-person worship service after having received your confirmation email.  Please 
join our livestream if you do not have a confirmation email from us.   
 
 
Parking 
As you pull into the church for parking do your best to leave one space in between your vehicle 
and the next vehicle.  This will help us maintain physical distancing in the parking lot as we 
arrive and leave.  You are also welcome to park on the street on Sismet Rd.   
 
 
Entering 
Once you park, we ask that you proceed to the designated entrance for the worship service you 
are attending.  The MCBC (aka English) service will be using the Creekbank Rd. doors.   
We will do our best to have the signage outside for you.   
 
When you arrive, you will be asked to: 

- Wear a face mask/PPE (children under the age of 2 are exempt, though strongly 
encouraged) 

- Review our screening questions 
- Confirm your registered attendance with our Greeter 
- Wash your hands with hand sanitizer 
- Maintain physical distancing outside your household bubble 
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Once inside… 
 
Each congregation will be gathering in a designated space for our in-person worship services.  
The MCBC (English) service will be in Rm 500. 
 
 
Entering the Sanctuary/Room 
To prevent lineups and back-logs, please enter the room as quickly as possible and find a 
comfortable seating area.  We have done our best to create physical distancing with our seating 
arrangements.  This means our chairs or pews are placed or blocked to accommodate physical 
distancing.  Please do not move the chairs or take down the barricades.   
 
 
Physical Distancing 
We know that you miss us and others.  Please do your part by maintaining physical distancing 
and saying hi from a distance.  For young children, do your best to keep them close.  We 
understand that this may not be feasible, so we only ask for your best.   
 
 
Worship Elements 
We will limit our worship gathering to less than 60minutes (same with our livestream).  This will 
give us time to clean up, sanitize and vacate the building in a timely manner and will also help 
minimize washroom breaks.   
 
Congregational singing is according to your own comfort level because we know that sometimes 
you cannot help but sing about God’s greatness.  So please note we will not be restricting 
singing, but we will maintain having our masks/PPE on at all times.  We will also encourage you 
to consider other ways to praise God through kneeling, raising your hands, prayer, reflection, 
writing, clapping.   
 
Our worship leaders and preachers will be removing their masks during their portion of the 
worship services.  We will also be taking precautions of having them stationed at a considerable 
distance.   
 
Our Holy Communion times will remain suspended during our in-person gatherings.  We hope 
you will consider partaking in the Holy Communion in your small groups online or in your 
household bubbles where appropriate or on the First Thursdays of the Month via Zoom @ 
7:30pm.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84865869486?pwd=bENGSVM5eW1TY3Q5MXFQZU9ZeDN
6Zz09 
Meeting ID: 848 6586 9486 
Passcode: 5220 

 
We will not be passing offering bags during this time.  Please consider giving online, if not, 
please feel free to take an offering envelope and dropping your gift off in the offering box.   
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84865869486?pwd=bENGSVM5eW1TY3Q5MXFQZU9ZeDN6Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84865869486?pwd=bENGSVM5eW1TY3Q5MXFQZU9ZeDN6Zz09
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Kids – Youth – Small Groups  
At this time we have chosen not to reopen our Kids ROCK, WAY Youth or small groups at the 
building.  However all of these groups are still gathering online.  Please feel free to contact the 
following people for time, information and zoom codes: 

- Kids ROCK (nursery to Gr 5) – David Lai:  davidyklai@hotmail.com 
- WAY (Gr6-12) - Pastor Enoch:  pastorenoch@mcbccanada.com  
- Small Groups – Ben Fogarty:  groups@mcbccanada.com  

 
 
Sanitizing Practises 
Several of our staff, volunteers and team members will be working hard to sanitize the 
washrooms, gatherings spaces and high touch areas.  Inside the building many doors will be 
closed and rooms locked.  We will do our best to keep doors open for you to minimize the need 
for touching doors.  We will also provide hand sanitizing stations across our building.   
 
After EVERY service, we will have our team clean and sanitize all public spaces.  We have 
already purchased the proper cleaning supplies and will follow all the manufacturers’ instruction 
and the public health guidelines for cleaning.   
  

mailto:davidyklai@hotmail.com
mailto:pastorenoch@mcbccanada.com
mailto:groups@mcbccanada.com
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When you leave… 
 
When our service has concluded feel free to vacate the sanctuary/room in an orderly fashion 
and in such a way that continues to promote safe physical distancing.  A team will begin to 
clean up as soon as you leave the sanctuary/room.   
 
We know you would love to stick around and chat, we would encourage you to do that outdoors 
on your way to your vehicles.  For the well-being of others just remember to keep your 
mask/PPE on until you are in your vehicle.  Try to keep the “holy huddle” to a minimum and 
remember that there are cars coming in and out of the parking lot from the other services.   
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Comments, Questions, Queries and Funny Remarks… 
 
What if someone takes off their mask or is not following physical distancing protocols? 
What is the proper Christian response?  Kindly ask them to put their mask back on or maintain 
proper physical distance.  If they refuse to do so, please ask for assistance from another 
person.   
 
 
Are you sure I’ll be safe? 
We CANNOT guarantee that you will be safe.  We can only guarantee that we have done our 
BEST with what is being asked of us by the government and public health officials.  If you are 
not comfortable to return to our in-person gathering, we understand.  Our livestream will 
continue to operate so you will not be missing out on anything should you choose to remain 
home.   
 
 
When will we fully reopen?  
We do not know.  We will continue to maintain our cautious and conservative approach because 
your safety and wellbeing is important to us.  Until then, join us online.   
 
 
What if I or someone who has attended MCBC has contracted COVID-19? 
If you discover that you have contracted COVID-19 and attended MCBC, please contact us 
immediately at the following: 

 
Contact 1: Bill Feng (416) 400-0701 – deacons@mcbccanada.com  
Contact 2: Andrew Yeow (416) 805-7428 - deacons@mcbccanada.com  

 
Please advise us of the date you attended our service and we will contact those who were in 
attendance on that date.  Please note:  we will honour and respect your privacy by not 
disclosing your identity to others.   
 
If someone attended MCBC with COVID-19, we will be transparent with you.  We cannot 
disclose the name of the individual(s) who has been diagnosed (this is a privacy issue).  We will 
inform you that someone has tested positive and will utilize our contact tracing form to inform 
you.  We would then encourage you to self-quarantine, self-monitor, and/or get tested.   
 
 
  

mailto:deacons@mcbccanada.com
mailto:deacons@mcbccanada.com


 

The MCBC – Building Re-Opening Guidelines    

What are the criteria for another shutdown? 
We will continue to monitor the situation as closely as possible.  It will always be easy for us to 
shut-down and more difficult to re-open.  We will continue to abide by the recommendations of 
the government and public health.  We will continue to monitor the situation at our public 
schools.  If shutdowns are mandated we will abide, if public schools shutdown we will also 
follow suit.   
 
If we find SEVERAL positive cases of COVID-19 in members who attend our in-person 
gatherings we will shutdown that particular worship service and/or the building for a minimum of 
14 days (that’s the benefit of gathering in different spaces).  A thorough cleaning of the building 
will be performed. 
 
 
How to treat others at church? 
Let Ephesians 4:32 guide your thinking and actions.  “Be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” 
 
Not everyone is going to handle this situation the same as you will.  So we need to be gracious, 
be kind, be compassionate.  Give the benefit of the doubt.  Forgive.  Bear with one another.  
Seek unity.  Seek to understand.  Why?  This is how Jesus people demonstrate our love for 
Jesus and our love for one another (John 13:35).   
 
So if a person snubs you because they want to maintain physical distancing, love them by 
respecting their wish.  If a person reminds you to keep your mask on, love them by responding 
to their request.  If a person looks lost, help them to understand the directions and instructions.  
If a person leaves the service right away, do not judge, wave goodbye.  If your leaders appear 
to not know what they are doing, you are probably right, because this is not easy.   
Jesus’ solution to treating others is simple and profound – LOVE. 


