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An Introduction to the Guide 

 
How to use this guide  
First and foremost – this is only a guide – it is NOT 
the revealed Word of God. Please do not ever 
substitute your Bible or Bible reading for this 
booklet. This is only a tool to help you go a little bit 
deeper. Real life transformation can only happen 
through the discipline of Scripture Reading and 
Prayer.  
 
This guide is a tool to serve you in your context:  

It can be used for your own personal study.  
It can be used in your family study.  
It can be used in your small group study.  
It can be used on Sundays during the 
Worship Service.  

 
The goal of this guide is to help you interact with 
the scriptures in a way that addresses your “head – 
your knowing, heart – your being, and hands – your 
doing”. We want you to learn new things 
(knowing), allow it to transform you (being) and 
ultimately to do something (doing) in response to 
the truths revealed.  
 
Knowing – What am I to know or learn from this 
Scripture?  
Proverbs 15:7; 2 Timothy 3:14-16  
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Being - How am I to feel or be impacted from this 
Scripture?  
Psalm 119:105, 111-112; Proverbs 3:1-7  
 
Doing - What am I to do in response to this 
Scripture?  
James 1:22-24; 2 Timothy 3:17  
 
As you use this guide please note that it is not 
necessary to get through every question. The goal 
is not to finish the guide – the goal is to guide your 
discussion so that the head is learning, the heart is 
impacted and the hands apply action for you, your 
family and/or your group. Each study portion of 
this guide will take approximately 15-60 minutes to 
complete, depending on your participation level.  
 
The Sermon series will work alongside this guide. 
We encourage you to take notes during the 
sermon. Take time to reflect on how God may be 
speaking to you by recording what you learned and 
by sharing that with your family or small group.  
 
While we prepare and plan for sermons ahead of 
time please be aware that the Spirit of God or even 
circumstances can cause unexpected changes. 
Should that happen just continue to proceed with 
the guide as you see fit.  
 
On the occasions where we have guest preachers, 
feel free to take the opportunity to go back and 
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revisit any areas of interest or discussion points 
that you have not finished or to work ahead and 
read ahead as well.  
 
Lastly, this guide will refer back to the scriptures 
and a majority of the quotations and references 
used from the Bible are from the New International 
Version 2011 (NIV) 
 
These studies were written as a complement to our 
corporate worship experience – we pray God will 
use the sermon, the guide, your personal story, 
your family or small group to drive the truth home 
to all of us. 
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Introduction to Genesis 

 
 
Title 
Following in the practise with Ancient Near Eastern 
traditions of naming a book by its first words, the 
title of Genesis is derived from the opening words 
in the Hebrew text bereshit (“in the beginning”).  
The English title is a transliteration of the Greek 
title meaning, “origin, source, race, creation”.  Both 
titles are appropriate as this book deals with 
beginnings and origins of the universe, humanity, 
nations, the broken relationship with God, the 
broken relationships with one another and God’s 
plan to save the world.   
 
 
Author & Date 
Traditionally Moses is believed to be the author of 
the book of Genesis.  The Pentateuch (Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy) has 
been attributed to Moses.   Many passages of 
scripture in both the Old and New Testaments help 
support this theory and notion.    
 
It must be noted that critics have not been content 
with this conclusion but for the sake of simplicity 
and our study we will continue to sit on the 
traditional belief of Moses’ authorship since 
scholars cannot agree nor is there anything that 
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poses a challenge to the doctrine of the Bible being 
God’s inspired Word.   
 
 
Structure and Content 
Genesis divides into two major sections: 

1. Primeval history of the world before 
Abraham (Gen 1-11) 

2. The history of the patriarchs (Gen 12-50).   
 
Genesis is about beginnings and generations.  It 
follows the family line from Adam to Jacob which 
become the foundation of the story of God’s great 
work in humanity.   
 
This booklet we will be focusing on the Story of 
Abraham, the Father of Faith.  Genesis 12-25:11 
takes a zoom lens for us to see the ups and downs 
of Abraham’s life.  Through his autobiography we 
catch a glimpse of God behind the scenes who 
guides, directs, makes promises and fulfills 
promises to Abraham.  Abraham shows us a real 
person’s faith journey and gives us hope and 
practical steps for us to consider in our faith 
journey with God.   
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Our approach to Genesis 
We intend to uphold the book of Genesis as the 
divine and inspired word of God.  We will do our 
best to interpret the book with the lens of the 
culture, customs and contexts of its original 
audience.  From there we will do our best to find 
timeless principles which will be relevant today as 
they were thousands of years ago.  These truths 
are meant to challenge and encourage faithful 
living in our present day.   
 
This series will be a marathon not a sprint.  We will 
go through the book on average, chapter by 
chapter, all the while trying to maintain an eye on 
the big picture of God’s purpose and plan.   
 
This booklet will serve as part 2 to our series.  We 
began in Jan and walked through Genesis 1-11.  
Here we will explore Genesis 12-25.  We hope that 
you will find yourself keeping pace with our week 
to week series and reading the book chapter by 
chapter.   
 
The challenge with a long series is fatigue – we get 
tired and bored.  May I remind us, this is the Word 
of God we are studying, something that is 
cherished and treasured, something of greater 
value than the many other things that call for our 
priority and attention.  Stick it out.    
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If you miss a sermon – we have everything online 
for you, this booklet, the livestream, the 
recordings, just catch up as you can.  Missing a 
sermon or a study is never a good enough reason 
to abandon this whole undertaking.   
 
 
SPECIAL NOTE: 
On the occasion we will also be utilizing our online 
platform to post some supplemental materials 
and/or extra sermons on the book of Genesis.  
These will be posted on Wednesdays on our 
Youtube page for your reference.  We strongly 
recommend you ‘like, subscribe, and turn on 
notifications’ so you will be in the know.   
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Sermon & Study Section 
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Genesis 12 
Sermon notes & observations: 
(Record some of your thoughts as you listen to the sermon) 
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1. Opener 
a. Reflect/Share:   

i. How would you define faith?   
ii. What are some practical 

examples of “faith” in your day 
to day lives?     

 
 
2. Review 

a. Read Genesis 12 
i. Record and share something you 

found particularly helpful, 
confusing and/or challenging. 

b. List out for yourself the blessings God is 
promising to Abram: 

 
 
3. Implication 

a. How do you respond when God 
prompts you to do something?   

b. What are some of the successes and 
failures you have experienced when you 
follow your own ideas and plans 
without including God in the decision-
making process? 

c. Faith often begins small and grows over 
time.  How does your faith grow? 

d. What are some practical steps you can 
take to deepen your faith journey this 
week? 
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4. A Little Deeper 
a. Review the map to see Abram’s Journey 
b. Parallel any stories of family or friends 

who have left a country of origin to 
arrive in a new land.  Get to know the 
experience of an immigrant or refugee.   

c. Reflect on this statement: 
 

“The Christian walk is simply doing what God has 
told us to do and believing that He is leading us as 

we do so.” 
 

 
(Credit:  Image taken from:  https://www.thebiblejourney.org/biblejourney2/23-the-

journeys-of-adam-enoch-noah-abraham/abrams-journey-to-canaan/) 

https://www.thebiblejourney.org/biblejourney2/23-the-journeys-of-adam-enoch-noah-abraham/abrams-journey-to-canaan/
https://www.thebiblejourney.org/biblejourney2/23-the-journeys-of-adam-enoch-noah-abraham/abrams-journey-to-canaan/
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Genesis 13 (Youtube posting Wednesday) 
Sermon Notes & observations: 
(Record some of your thoughts as you listen to the material) 
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1. Opener 
a. Reflect/Share:   

i. How do you respond when you 
discover you’ve made a mistake?   

ii. What is your initial reaction to 
being told “you are being 
worldly”?     

 
 
2. Review 

a. Read Genesis 13 
i. Record and share something you 

found particularly helpful, 
confusing and/or challenging. 

b. Try to make a chart to parallel Abram’s 
perspective vs Lot’s perspective in V10-
18. 

 
 
3. Implication 

a. Do you view disagreements in a positive 
or negative way?  Explain. 

b. How do disagreements affect and 
reflect your faith?   

c. Where is God in your decision-making 
process?  What are the criteria you use 
to know whether a decision is right or 
wrong?  Are those criteria biblical? 
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4. A Little Deeper 
a. See James 4 – how do you see the 

relationship between our 
disagreements and our worldly 
possession?   

b. Reflect on these questions in your 
decision-making process: 

i. What does the Bible say? 
ii. Does this confirm what God 

already told me to do? 
iii. Would someone wiser agree 

with my decision? 
iv. Does it glorify God? 

c. What questions would you add or take 
away from this list? 
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Genesis 14 (Youtube posting Wednesday) 
Sermon Notes & observations: 
(Record some of your thoughts as you listen to the material) 
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1.  Opener 
a. Reflect/Share:   

i. How would you know if you are 
living more for Jesus, more for 
the world or more for yourself? 

ii. As Christians what is your 
perspective on wars and battles? 

1. Should Christians serve in 
the military?  Should 
Christians be involved in 
wars?   

 
 
2. Review 

a. Read Genesis 14 
i. Record and share something you 

found particularly helpful, 
confusing and/or challenging. 

b. Melchizedek put’s Abram’s victory into 
a theological perspective.  List out how 
King Melchizedek does that: 
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3. Implications 
a. How do we balance a Christian 

perspective in loving our enemies, 
pacifism, activism and participation in 
wars and conflicts?   

b. How are you including God in your day 
to day “battles”?   

c. What have you offered to God for the 
victories in your life?   

 
 
4. A Little Deeper 

a. King Melchizedek is introduced here in 
Genesis.  Not much information is given 
about him.  Review Psalm 110 & 
Hebrews 7 

i. What can you draw out from 
these passages? 

ii. How is Jesus paralleled with 
Melchizedek?   
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Genesis 15 
Sermon notes & observations: 
(Record some of your thoughts as you listen to the sermon) 
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1. Opener 
a. Reflect/Share:   

i. God is a Promise-Maker & 
Promise-Keeper.  Describe in 
your own words what this means 
to you.   

 
 
2. Review 

a. Read Genesis 15 
i. Record and share something you 

found particularly helpful, 
confusing and/or challenging. 

b. “Do Not Be Afraid” – most frequent 
command in the Bible – how does this 
encourage or challenge you today?   

c. V9 – begins the process of a covenant 
between God and Abram 

i. Explain in your own words what 
is a covenant?   
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3. Implication 
a. How do we know if we are working for 

our faith or doing works because of our 
faith?   

b. What is the difference between works 
based faith vs. works based salvation? 

c. Is it easy or difficult to accept God’s 
credit of righteousness?  Explain.   

d. How can we practically participate in 
God’s promises without taking matters 
into our hands?  

 

 
4. A Little Deeper 

a. Justification by Faith 
i. Review:  

1. Romans 4 
2. Galatians 3 
3. James 2 

ii. In your own words, how would 
you explain “Justification by 
faith” to a non-Christian? 
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Genesis 16 (Youtube posting Wednesday) 
Sermon Notes & observations: 
(Record some of your thoughts as you listen to the material) 
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1. Opener 
a. Reflect/Share:   

i. Share an experience where 
following God was easy, safe 
and/or comfortable. 

ii. Share an experience where 
following God was NOT easy, 
safe and/or comfortable.  

 
 
2. Review 

a. Read Genesis 16 
i. Record and share something you 

found particularly helpful, 
confusing and/or challenging. 

b. What are some parallels you can see 
from Abram and Sarai and Adam and 
Eve (Gen 3)? 
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3. Implication 
a. How do we interrupt God’s plans with 

our own plans?   
b. In the following scenarios – list out what 

is God’s responsibility, what is our 
responsibility?   

i. Sharing the Gospel 
ii. Convincing others about the 

need for Jesus  
iii. Changing my/others’ patterns 

and behaviours  
iv. Praying  

c. How do we know if we are 
overstepping?   

d. How do we know when to be passive 
and when to be active? 

 
 
4. A Little Deeper 

a. Importance of being SEEN and HEARD.   
i. In your own words, how would 

you explain “being seen and 
heard”?   

ii. How do our mobile devices 
affect our ability to see and hear 
others? 

b. Example of Jesus: 
i. When you read the gospels – 

mark down how many times 
Jesus uses the various forms of 
the words “to see, to hear”.    
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Genesis 17 (Youtube posting Wednesday) 
Sermon Notes & observations: 
(Record some of your thoughts as you listen to the material) 
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1. Opener 
a. Reflect/Share:   

i. When hearing a sermon or Bible 
study is it more important for 
you to find a “new” truth for 
your life or to grasp a great truth 
that God is restating? 

ii. How does this practically play 
out in your life? 

 
 
2. Review 

a. Read Genesis 17 
i. Record and share something you 

found particularly helpful, 
confusing and/or challenging. 

b. Go back to Genesis 12 & 15 
i. Has God’s promised changed? 

ii. Why is God always repeating His 
promise to Abraham? 

iii. Review the approximate length 
of time between Gen 12 to Gen 
17.   

 

3. Implication 
a. When God repeats himself over and 

over – what does this mean to you?   
b. How are you living and claiming the 

promises of God in your life today?   
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c. What is more important – my agenda or 
God’s agenda? 

i. Do we actually live our lives this 
way? 

d. Why is it so hard to sacrifice my agenda 
for God’s agenda – even though I know 
it is right and better? 

 
 
4. A Little Deeper 

a. Review the map of what God promised 
Abraham and his descendants.  (black 
borders) 

i. See how much was actually 
claimed by God’s people. (red 
circle) 

ii. Parallel how we often 
shortchange ourselves because 
we fail to fully embrace what 
God is promising us.   

b. Circumcision of the Heart 
i. Deut 30:6; Jer 4:1-4; Romans 

2:25-29; 1 Cor 7:19 
ii. Scripture refers to circumcision 

and takes the illustration from 
the physical to the spiritual.  
Explain this in your own words.   
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(credit:  Image taken from:  
https://sites.google.com/site/mynotesfromfb/biblical-borders-of-israel) 

  

https://sites.google.com/site/mynotesfromfb/biblical-borders-of-israel
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Genesis 18 
Sermon notes & observations: 
(Record some of your thoughts as you listen to the sermon) 
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1. Opener 
a. Reflect/Share:   

i. There’s an expression:  Keep the 
main thing, the main thing.   

1. What is the main thing 
for the Christian life? 

ii. Humility is an important 
attribute of a mature Christian.   

1. How do you know if you 
are being humble? 

 
 
2. Review 

a. Read Genesis 18 
i. Record and share something you 

found particularly helpful, 
confusing and/or challenging. 

b. V3-8  
i. Abraham did the work of the 

servant even though it was not 
required of him 

ii. How does that reflect on your 
own humility and willingness to 
serve God by serving other? 

 
 
3. Implication 

a. Is your hospitality a demonstration of 
your faith?   

b. What are you willing to do to serve 
others as an expression of serving God?   
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c. What are you NOT willing to do to serve 
others as an expression of serving God? 

i. How do we make excuses or 
justify our answers? 

ii. Is there something that needs to 
change? 

d. We are shown an example of the Wrath 
and Justice of God 

i. How does that make you feel 
about God?   

ii. Abraham dialogues with God – 
does God change His mind? 

 
 
4.  A Little Deeper 

a. READ: 2 Chronicles 20:7; Isaiah 41:8; 
James 2:23 

i. Abraham receives the title, 
“Friend of God”  

ii. Be honest – what would your 
title be?  How would you live 
differently to be called a “friend 
of God?” 
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Genesis 19 (Youtube posting Wednesday) 
Sermon Notes & observations: 
(Record some of your thoughts as you listen to the material) 
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1. Opener 
a. Reflect/Share:   

i. God is a JUST God 
1. How does that encourage 

you? 
2. How does that intimidate 

you? 
3. How does that confuse 

you? 
 
 
2. Review 

a. Read Genesis 19 
i. Record and share something you 

found particularly helpful, 
confusing and/or challenging. 

b. What are the sins that the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah are being judged 
for? 

 
 
3. Implication 

a. According to the Bible – is 
homosexuality a sin?   

i. How should we treat 
homosexuality in the church? 

b. God’s Attributes: 
i. Love is mentioned -360 times 

ii. Justice/Judge/Judgement – 500 
times 
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iii. Do we tend to overemphasize 
one over the other?  Why? 

iv. How does this impact your 
perception of God? 

c. How does God’s love and God’s justice 
come together at the cross of Jesus?  

d. Are you right with God?  How can you 
become right with God? 

 
 
4.  A Little Deeper 

a. Read Matthew 7:1 
i. When people use this verse – 

how is it being used rightly and 
how is it being used wrongly? 

ii. According to Jesus what is the 
right way and the wrong way to 
judge? 

b. Read Luke 17 
i. Jesus makes reference to Sodom 

and uses it as an example of the 
unsuspecting arrival Kingdom of 
God 
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Genesis 20 
Sermon notes & observations: 
(Record some of your thoughts as you listen to the sermon) 
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1. Opener 
a. Reflect/Share:   

i. We are constantly struggling 
between our old way and new 
way of living for God? 

1. What are some of your 
own personal examples? 

 
 
2. Review 

a. Read Genesis 20 
i. Record and share something you 

found particularly helpful, 
confusing and/or challenging. 

b. V11-13  
i. We have an explanation of the 

half-truth of Abraham. 
ii. What is a proper biblical view of 

half-truths, half-lies, little white 
lies? 

 
 
3. Implication 

a. What is an example of a time you failed 
God?   

i. Did you happen to learn and 
grow through that failure? 

ii. Did you repeat the same 
mistakes? 
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b. How have you been good at excusing 
wrong behaviours?  What are some 
examples of how we justify our wrongs? 

c. “Failure does not stop faith” 
i. How does that encourage you 

today? 
 
 
4.  A Little Deeper 

a. The Bible is full of the autobiographical 
stories of people who failed and yet God 
still used them.  Our failures are an 
opportunity to examine whether our 
faith is deepening or not.  Failures are 
not meant to keep us down but rather 
to teach us humility, to strive to honour 
God, and to keep walking in faith.   

b. READ Proverbs 24:16; James 3:2, Psalm 
145:14; Romans 8:35-39 
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Genesis 21 (Youtube posting Wednesday) 
Sermon Notes & observations: 
(Record some of your thoughts as you listen to the material) 
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1. Opener 

a. Reflect/Share:   
i. What is the longest time you 

have had to wait for a prayer to 
come to fruition? 

ii. What is the longest time you 
have had to wait for God to 
show up and deliver on His 
promise to you? 

 
 
2. Review 

a. Read Genesis 21 
i. Record and share something you 

found particularly helpful, 
confusing and/or challenging. 

b. Isaac – means to laugh 
i. Note the differences in laughter: 

1. Abraham – 17:17 
2. Sarah – 18:12 
3. Ishamel – 21:9   

c. V15-20 – note the language of “seeing 
and hearing” 

i. Familiar theme for Hagar  
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3. Implication 

a. What promises/prayers are you waiting 
for God to fulfill today?  What lessons 
can you take from Abraham’s long wait 
for God’s promises (25years)? 

b. How does waiting deepen our faith? 
c. “Delays are not the same as denials” 

i. Share your thoughts on that 
quote 

d. Have consequences of past sin in your 
life ever caught up to you today? 

e. Abimelech (unbeliever) watches 
Abraham’s faith journey – who 
(unbeliever) is watching your testimony 
and faith journey today?   

 
 
4.  A Little Deeper 

a. V14 – implies quick obedience – “early 
the next morning” 

i. Go back and go forward from 
here and notice Abraham’s quick 
obedience. 
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Genesis 22 
Sermon notes & observations: 
(Record some of your thoughts as you listen to the sermon) 
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1. Opener 
a. Reflect/Share:   

i. What is the most difficult thing 
God has asked you to do?   

ii. Have you done it? 
iii. What makes it so difficult?  

 
 
2. Review 

a. Read Genesis 22 
i. Record and share something you 

found particularly helpful, 
confusing and/or challenging. 

b. What is the difference between 
“testing” and “tempting”? 

c. V3 – early the next morning 
i. Implies quick obedience 

d. V5 – key verse – did Abraham know 
they will both return? 
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3. Implication 
a. If God was to ask you to sacrifice your 

most treasured things – how will you 
respond?   

b. How far will you go to follow through on 
God’s commands? 

c. How is God testing your faith today, in 
order to fulfill a promise? 

d. Do you “fear the Lord”?  Explain.  
 
 
4.  A Little Deeper 

a. Read Hebrews 11:17-19 
i. How does the Hebrews passage 

shed further light on our reading 
here in Genesis 22? 
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Genesis 23 (Youtube posting Wednesday) 
Sermon Notes & observations: 
(Record some of your thoughts as you listen to the material) 
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1. Opener 

a. Reflect/Share:   
i. Have you ever experienced 

God’s breakthrough in your life 
only the next moment to find 
everything difficult again? 

ii. Have you ever experienced 
loss/grief?  Share your story.   

 
 
2. Review 

a. Read Genesis 23 
i. Record and share something you 

found particularly helpful, 
confusing and/or challenging. 

b. V1 – great detail is shared about Sarah’s 
death, she is the only woman in your 
Bible to have this much detail shared 
about their death. 

c. Take a moment and highlight how 
Abraham is working through grief.  
Highlight the actions words attributed 
to Abraham in this passage.   
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3. Implication 
a. After experiencing the “ups” in life, are 

you also ready to experience the 
“downs”? 

b. How is our faith affected by “ups and 
downs”?   Is your faith steady or does it 
fluctuate? 

c. Does faith grow more in the “ups” or 
moreso in the “downs”? 

d. Grief is important for us. 
i. What are some positive ways 

you handle grief? 
ii. What are some negative ways 

you handle grief? 
e. How does your culture, upbringing, 

experiences affect your view of grief?  
Are those views biblical and healthy?   

 
 
4.  A Little Deeper 

a. Read Hebrews 11:13-16 
i. How does this Hebrews passage 

inform our reading of this 
Genesis passage? 
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Genesis 24 
Sermon notes & observations: 
(Record some of your thoughts as you listen to the sermon) 
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1. Opener 
a. Reflect/Share:   

i. If you are in a relationship – how 
did you meet your significant 
other? 

ii. If you are seeking a relationship 
– what are the criteria you are 
using to discern whether this 
person is right for you? 

 
 
2. Review 

a. Read Genesis 24 
i. Record and share something you 

found particularly helpful, 
confusing and/or challenging. 

b. In this passage we will see some cultural 
norms and practices.  Using the 
following list - compare and contrast 
our cultural norms and practices with 
what is written here in Gen 24. 

i. Dating and marriage  
ii. How to make an oath 

iii. Interreligious Marriage? 
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3. Implication 
a. How are others you trust involved in 

your discernment of your significant 
relationships?   

b. How are others you trust currently 
involved in your significant 
relationships?   

c. How is God currently involved in your 
significant relationships?   

d. For major decisions in life, how often is 
prayer a part of those decisions?  How 
do you pray over those decisions?  How 
do you know if God is answering? 

 
 
4.  A Little Deeper 

a. Read Deuteronomy 7:1-6, 2 Corinthians 
6:14 

i. How do these passages inform 
us today?   

ii. The Bible is not concerned with 
interracial marriage, it is 
concerned with marriages that 
will compromise faith.  
Elaborate. 

b. Read 1 Corinthians 7:1-16 
i. What are some helpful lessons 

that speak to you? 
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Conclusion 

 
 
We will stop here and break for the remainder of 2021.     
 
We will prepare our third booklet and have it ready for 
Jan 2022 when we will cover the next segment of 
Genesis.   
 
In the fall of 2021 we will be looking at the New 
Testament book, Colossians.   
 
Stay tuned.    


