
Operation World Prayer Challenge 

November 30 – December 6 

Venezuela 

Where:  Northern 
coast of South 
America 

Population: 32.4M 

Main language: 
Spanish 

Main religion: 
Christianity mostly 
Roman Christianity 

Some History: Venezuela sits at the top of South America. It has miles of sandy 
beaches in the north, snow-capped mountains in the West, and the Amazon jungle in 
the south. It also has one of the largest lakes in South America, Lake Maracaibo. 
When the first European explorers saw the villages in the Lake, they called this region 
Venezuela, or “little Venice,” because the Italian city of Venice is also built on water. 
Today, most Venezuelans live in cities. Some people are very rich but millions live in 
cramped conditions, in shacks. Schooling is free in Venezuela. But kids from poorer 
families may drop out early to start earning money for their family. Venezuela has a 
lot of oil to export. But, civil unrests are common. Food is scarce.  

Thank God for: Venezuelan Christians who live and work in Amazon villages, sharing 
the good news of Jesus. Venezuelan missionaries who go to other countries to share 
the good news. The fast growing churches of Venezuela.  

Ask God: That many people in Venezuela will decide to follow Jesus- both 
Venezuelan Christians and immigrants. That Venezuelan Christians will care for the 
poor. To help people see that charms, witch doctors, and promises to dead saints 
won’t give them the help they seek. To bring peace to Venezuela. Pray for the 
government to make good decisions for its people.  

Vietnam 

Where:  Southeast 
Asia 

Population: 96.5M 

 

Main languages: 
Vietnamese, also 
Chinese, Khmer, and 
Thai 

Main religion: 
Buddhism, Animism, 
Christianity, and 
Atheism 

Some History: There is freedom of religion in Vietnam. But, the Vietnamese 
government often persecutes Christians. Throughout the mountains of Vietnam, 
thousands of tribal people called “Montagnards,” have become Christians. Their 
homes and churches have been burned and many of them – even children- have 
been put in prison. But, they haven’t stopped telling other people about Jesus. The 
main Vietnamese ethnic group, called the Kinh, also has a growing number of 
Christians that are spreading the good news. Pastors who are imprisoned share about 
Jesus with other prisoners – and even with prison guards. Many Vietnamese still 
worship their ancestors, while also practicing Buddhism, Taoism or Confucianism. 
Recently, the government has taken a more mixed approach to Christians. It has 
allowed some Bibles to be printed again in Vietnamese and in some tribal languages. 
Christians have more freedom to meet for worship. 

Thank God for: The growing church in Vietnam, among both the mountain tribal 
groups and the Vietnamese. The faithfulness of many Christians who follow Jesus – 
even in prison. 

Ask God:  That every Vietnamese tribal group will hear about Jesus. For all 
Vietnamese to be able to worship God freely in the ways which are best for them.  To 
help the government understand that Christians can follow Jesus and be good 
citizens too. For good training programs to help prepare new leaders for the growing 
churches. To help churches in Vietnam work in unity and send out many missionaries 
to other countries. 

 

 

 

  



 

December 7 – December 13 

Wodaabe 

Where: Niger, the 
Sahel region of Africa 

 

Population: 3.0M 

 

Main language: 
Wodaabe dialects of 
Fula or Fulfulde 

 

Main religion: Islam 

 

Some History: The Wodaabe are nomads, traveling from place to place with their 
cattle, sheep and goats. During the long dry season, the men often have to walk up to 
five hours each day to find water and pasture. When the Wodaabe move camp, they 
pack all their belongings on the backs of their donkeys – or if they’re wealthier, their 
camels. Their food is simple. The Wodaabe usually eat porridge made from millet, and 
milk is the most important food. As well as looking after cattle, the Wodaabe are 
traders. They sell their dairy products and famous dyed cloth in West Africa and the 
rest of the world.  The Wodaabe are almost all Muslims but they mix many of their 
own traditions and beliefs with their Islamic faith. By tradition, there are a lot of 
things the Wodaabe aren’t supposed to do- these are called “taboos.” 

Thank God for: Every Wodaabe Christian – they are a minority in their tribe. Wodaabe 
Christians who are learning how to reach their own tribe with the gospel. The New 
Testament, which is available in their language in print and audio. 

Ask God: To free the Wodaabe from the fear of breaking their taboos. To show the 
Wodaabe that Jesus thinks they are all beautiful and that he loves them all that whole 
families will decide together to follow Jesus. That the Wodaabe will find ways to 
follow Jesus and have a church as they move around with their animals. 

Xinjiang 

Where: North –west 
China 

Population: 22.0M 

Main language: 
Uyghurs and 
standard Chinese 

Main religion: Islam, 
Buddhism and some 
follow Chinese 
religions. 

Some History: Xinjiang contains the huge Taklamakan Desert- one of the loneliest 
places on earth. Fierce winds howl across its massive sand dunes and rocky outcrops, 
whipping up whirling clouds of sand. In winter it is freezing cold, in summer it is 
scorching hot – and there’s almost no water to be found. Yet, this desert has rich 
deposits of coal, gas, oil, gold and gemstones. Christianity first came to Xinjiang in the 
sixth century. When the famous thirteenth century traveler Marco Polo passed 
through Xinjiang along the Silk Road, two Catholic friars went with him to tell people 
about the Christian faith. The Chinese government increasingly treats religious 
groups- especially Muslims – harshly in Xinjiang.  

Thank God For: Christians in Xinjiang who share the good news of Jesus’ love, the 
Uyghurs, Kazakhs, and Kyrgyz who follow Jesus, the New Testament in Uyghur and the 
full Bible in the Kazakh and Kyrgyz. 

Ask God: To bring peace and forgiveness between the Muslim people of Xinjiang and 
the Han Chinese. That Chinese Christians from within China and abroad to learn the 
local languages of their Muslim neighbours and tell them about Jesus. To help 
Christians from within China and abroad to learn the local languages of the Muslim 
peoples of Xinjiang, so they can share the good news with them. To help Uyghurs – 
Christians and non Christians- find and read the New Testament, which is now in their 
language. To help Uyghur Christians find strength in God’s Word to face persecution. 
That many people in Xinjiang listen  

 

 

 

  



 

December 14 – December 20 

Yanomami 

Where: Southern 
Venezuela and 
Northwest Brazil 

Population: Between 
35,000 and 45,000 

 

Main languages: 
Four related 
languages- Yanomae, 
Yanomi, Sanima and 
Ninam 

 

Main religion: 
Animism 

 

Some History: The Yanomami are the indigenous people who live deep in the 
rainforests of South America. They occupy part of the region called Amazonia, along 
the border between Brazil and Venezuela. There are between two and three hundred 
Yanomami communities, and they’ve lived here for thousands of years. A traditional 
Yanomami village is like one big circular house with a courtyard in the middle. It’s 
called a “shabano.” Until the 1940s, the Yanomami had little contact with the outside 
world. Once contact was made, the Yanomami learned about some useful things. But, 
contact with outsiders also brought diseases and many Yanomami died as a result. 
The Yanomami people also faced problems of illegal mining and environmental issues.  

Thank God for: Creating the Yanomami and caring for them over thousands of years. 
The New Testament in the Yanomami language. People who bring health care and 
education to the Yanomami. 

Ask God: That Yanomami Christians will tell others about Jesus. That when the 
Yanomami fight with one another, Christians will show the way that brings peace to 
help Yanomami  Christians respect women and girls as made in God’s image. To 
protect the Yanomami from people who try to take advantage of them. For leaders in 
Brazil and Venezuela who will ensure the Yanomami are treated fairly.  

Yazidis 

Where: Iraq has 
450,000 while 
smaller groups are in 
Germany, Russia, 
Iran, Armenia, 
Georgia, and Syria 

Population: 1.0M 

 

Main languages: 
Kurmanji, Kurdish 

 

Main religion: Yazidi 

 

Some History: The ancient Yazidi people came from the mountains of Northern Iraq 
and nearby parts of Syria and Turkey. The Yazidi religion and culture is a sort of secret. 
Nobody is allowed to become a Yazidi. You have to be born of Yazidi parents. The 
Yazidis have no holy book such as the Bible. Their religion is passed on by a group of 
men called the, “Talkers” or “Elders,” who learn their stories and rules by heart, pass 
them on the next generation. The Yazidi religion is a mix of an ancient religion, called 
“Zoroastrianism,” with Islam, Christianity, and other religions. They believe there is 
one God, who used seven angels to create the world. Muslims often think the Yazidis 
worship the devil, and in the past some groups, such as Da’esh(the so-called Islamic 
State), have attacked them for this reason. Yazidis say they don’t worship the devil. 
They aren’t allowed to speak their word for the devil.  

Thank God for: Yazidis who follow Christ in Armenia, and now also in Iraq, and in the 
West. The soldiers who helped save the Yazidis from the so-called Islamic State. 
Christians who have good neighbours to the Yazidis. The many Christians around the 
world who pray for the Yazidis, now that more have heard about them. 

Ask God: To protect the many Yazidi people who live in war zones to show the Yazidi 
people that, although others hate them, Jesus loves them. To reveal the truth about 
God and about Jesus to the Yazidis. For many Yazdis to meet Jesus and give their lives 
to Him- a hard decision for any Yazidi. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

December 21 – December 27 

Yemen 

Where:  At the 
Southern tip of the 
Arabian Peninsula 

 

Population: 28.9M 

 

Main language: 
Arabic 

 

Main religion: Islam 

Some History: Yemen was once one of the world’s most mysterious places. Few 
people were allowed to visit. It’s a beautiful land, with rugged mountain peaks and 
steep valleys. The mountain sides are often terraced to make small fields where crops 
can be grown. Some of these terraces are more than a thousand years old, but they 
still grow sorghum, potatoes, fruit and coffee. The towns have colorful markets and 
beautifully decorated mud houses. For hundreds of years, different tribes in Yemen 
had rivalries with one another. There were civil wars between the north and the south 
of Yemen. In 2015, fierce fighting erupted between two different groups, the Shias 
and Sunnis. Neighbouring countries got involved, bombing cities and towns in Yemen. 
Muslim extremist and terrorist groups sent fighters to join in. Even before this war, 
Yemen was the poorest country in the Arab world. Now things are far worse. Millions 
of people have fled their homes to escape the fighting. Many Yemen children have 
never learned to read and write. Almost all schools are shut down. 

Thank God for: The growing numbers of Yemeni Christians. Christian radio, TV, and 
internet available in Yemen. 

Ask God: For peace in Yemen. To protect Yemeni believers and give them courage. To 
bring whole families to Jesus, so they can learn to follow him. For more Yemenis to 
hear about Jesus through Arabic Bibles, Christian radio, TV, internet, and dreams and 
visions. 

 

Zimbabwe 

Where:  Southern 
Africa 

Population: 16.9M 

Main languages: 
Sixteen official 
languages. English is 
used for business. 
Shon is most 
commonly spoken  

 

Main religion: 
Christianity and 
Animism 

Some History: Some parts of Zimbabwe are spectacular. The national parts are full of 
elephants, lions, cheetahs, hyenas, and rhinos. Zimbabwe has many problems. Fewer 
tourists go there now because of the country’s poverty and political troubles. White 
people ruled Zimbabwe for much of the twentieth century. They made the country 
wealthy by mining gold and nickel and by farming. But, they treated black Africans 
unfairly. In 1980, after years of fighting, the country gained independence from Great 
Britain. The black Africans who had been the rebels now became the new leaders. This 
country’s problems are complicated and very painful for all the people. Huge areas are 
unused. Ninety percent of the people have no job. Millions have left the country. The 
terrible disease HIV/AIDs has killed many Zimbabweans. 

Thank God for: Every Christian in Zimbabwe – there are many Christians who help the 
poor, care for the sick, and look after orphans. Ministries that reach out effectively to 
young people and students. 

Ask God:  For Christians that will help care for the one million orphans. To help 
Christians trust him in every situation, even when they have no money and no job. To 
use Christian TV and radio programs to help Zimbabweans learn how to follow Jesus 
well during difficult times. For wise leaders who will do what’s best for their country.  

 

 

 

 

 


