
Operation World Prayer Challenge 

November 2 – November 8 

Trinidad 

Where:  Caribbean 
Islands 

Population: 1.4M 

Main languages: 
English, some Patois, 
Spanish or Bhojpuri 

Main religions: 
Christianity, 
Hinduism and Islam 

Some History: Trinidad is one of the two main islands making up the Republic of 
Trinidad and Tobago. Some of the people are poor. But money from oil, natural gas and 
tourists has given Trinidadians a higher standard of living than most people in the 
Caribbean. Crime, particularly linked with drugs and poverty is a problem on the islands. 
People in Trinidad celebrate lots of festivals. Trinidadians come from many different 
parts of the world. Most of them of roots in Africa, India, or Europe but some come 
from the Middle East, China and South America. 

Thank God for: The beautiful diversity that makes Trinidad such a special and 
interesting place, the many churches in Trinidad , the freedom to follow Jesus and to 
share about him with other people in Trinidad. 

Ask God: To help the different peoples of Trinidad live together in peace. That the 
government will be wise and fair to all people, no matter what their background or 
religion, and no matter whether they’re rich or poor. For those who call themselves 
Christians to really get to know God and live a life that pleases him. That Christians will 
share the good news about Jesus with Trinidadians and other people now coming to the 
island for work.  

Tuareg 

Where: Seven 
different countries: 
Niger, Mali, Algeria, 
Burkina Fasa, Libya, 
Morocco and Tunisia 

Population: 3.4M 

Main language: 
Tamasheq which has 
five major dialects 

Main religion: Islam 

Some History: The Tuareg are people who live in the Sahara Desert. They are 
descended from the Imazighen of North Africa. Hundreds of years ago, the Arabs drove 
them out of their homeland into the Sahara Desert and the Sahel – a semi-arid 
grassland area to its south. The name Tuareg comes from Arabic, and means “forsaken 
by God.” Although badly treated by the Arabs, the Tuareg were powerful. Before long, 
they had forced the black Africans who were living in the lands where they settled – to 
work for them as slaves. The Tuareg spent their days raiding, trading, and herding. Due 
to the many droughts and famines, many Tuareg were forced to abandon their nomadic 
life and had to move into refugee camps or large cities to survive. 

Thank God For: The few – increasing – numbers of Tuareg who follow Jesus. The New 
Testament translated into Tamasheq, the Tuareg language.  

Ask God: To help the Tuareg people in their struggle against poverty and famine. To 
send more Christians to the Tuareg, to show God’s love, and teach them how to follow 
Jesus. For more stories from the Bible in Tuareg dialects, especially in audio format. The 
Tuareg love story telling. To show the Tuareg that they can follow Jesus, and still remain 
Tuarig. They don’t have to lose their culture to follow him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



November 9 – November 15 

Turkey 

Where: Situated in 
two different 
continents: Europe 
and Asia 

Population: 81.9M 

 

Main languages:  

Turkish and Kurdish 

 

Main religion: Islam 

 

Some History: Istanbul, Turkey’s largest city, is the only city in the world in two 
different continents. Half of Istanbul is in Europe, and the other half is in Asia. A narrow 
channel of water called the Bosphorus divides the city. Today, Turkey itself is like a 
bridge between Europe and Asia- a mix of Western and Middle Eastern culture. Tourism 
is very important to Turkey. Because of the wars in Syria and Iraq, many refugees have 
come to Turkey. Many also flee into Turkey from Iran. For more than a thousand years, 
Turkey was strongly Christian, but after the Turkish tribes from the east arrived, it 
became almost entirely Muslim.  

Thank God for: The whole Bible and many Christian materials that are freely available in 
the Turkish language. Christians in Turkey who keep on sharing the gospel, even when 
it’s difficult. 

Ask God: To open the hearts of Turkish people to receive Jesus. To encourage Turkish 
Christians who suffer for following Jesus. To help Turkish pastors teach the Bible and 
serve their churches well. To give Christians the courage to reach out in love to Turkish 
people and to the millions of refugees who have come to Turkey. 

November 16 – November 22 

Ukraine 

Where: Central part 
of Eastern Europe 

 

Population: 44M 

 

Main language: 
Ukrainian 

Main religions: 
Christianity(Ukrainian 
Orthodox) 

Some History: The rich farmland of Ukraine, gives it the nickname, “The Breadbasket of 
Europe.” Most Ukrainians belong to Orthodox churches that have been around a long 
time. Some follow religious leaders in Kyiu, but others follow leaders in Russia. Some 
people belong to newer Protestant churches, mostly started by Germans and 
Americans. 

Thank God for: The majority of Ukrainians who know about Jesus and believe in him. 
The religious freedom that all the churches enjoy. The different churches and priests 
standing united during the protests.  

Ask God: To bring peace, healing, and reconciliation to a land torn by conflict. To get rid 
of corruption in the government and raise up leaders who do right. To help Ukrainians 
who know about Jesus to get to know him better. To help Ukrainians who would like to 
become missionaries.  

United Arab 
Emirates 

Where: Middle East 

Population: 9.5M 

Main languages: 
Arabic, Bengali, 
English, Farsi, Hindi, 
Mandarin and Urdu 

Main religions: 
Emiratis are almost 
all Muslims. Most 
foreign workers are 
Hindus, Christians, 
Buddhists or Atheists 

Some History: At one time, there were seven Arab sheikhs in the Arabian Gulf, each 
ruling his own independent sheikhdom, or emirate. In the early 1970s, these 
sheikhdoms joined to form the United Arab Emirates, or UAE. Each sheikh still rules his 
own state, but they all meet regularly to make decisions that affect the whole country. 
Abu Dhabi is the largest emirate by area, but Dubai has the most people. In the 1950s, 
oil was discovered in the UAE, and the money earned from oil has completely changed 
the country. Simple villagers are now busy modern cities. The UAE depends heavily on 
foreign workers. 

Thank God for: The many guest workers who to know Jesus as their Savior while they’re 
in the UAE. Freedom for Christians to openly worship together and have church 
meetings. Christian radio, satellite TV, and internet programs that can be accessed in 
the UAE – in Arabic and many other languages. 

Ask God: To give every Emirati and foreign worker the chance to hear about Jesus. To 
help Christian guest workers live in ways that show what it’s like to follow Jesus, 
especially when they’re treated badly. To show people that wealth can’t bring 
happiness, but Jesus offers joy and peace. 



 

November 23 – November 29 

Uruguay 

Where:  South 
America 

Population: 3.5M 

 

Main language: 
Spanish 

 

Main religion: 
Christianity mostly 
Roman Catholic. 
Many don’t follow 
any religion 

Some History: Uruguay is a small country sandwiched between two bigger countries: 
Brazil and Argentina. It’s known as an easy and peaceful place to live. Uruguay’s white, 
sandy beaches and pleasant climate attract tourists from around the world. Away from 
the coast, there are rolling grassy plains and low hills called pampas. Here, cowboys 
raise cattle and sheep on huge farms called estancias. Uruguay exports a great deal of 
meat, wool, and cowhides. But, they do not have a lot of jobs. Most Uruguayans are 
descended from the Roman settlers who came from Spain and Italy centuries ago. 
Around a hundred years ago, many turned their backs on the Catholic church. A lot of 
people thought God didn’t matter and chose not to follow any religion. 

Thank God for: The peace and stability many people in Uruguay experience, and the 
opportunities they have for education and good care. Christians from Uruguay and 
missionaries from other countries who boldly share about Jesus with others. “futbol” 
programs and other Christian clubs that give young people a chance to enjoy sports and 
learn about Jesus. 

Ask God: To awaken the people of Uruguay to their need for God, showing them that 
life is empty without him. To show people that having nice cars, houses, gadgets, and 
lots of money won’t make them truly happy or bring them peace. For good programs to 
help new Christians follow Jesus and to train pastors and leaders for the new churches 

.  

Uzbekistan 

Where:  Central Asia 

Population: 32.4M 

Main language: 
Uzbek and Russian 
also used 

 

Main religion: Islam 
among Uzbeks and 
most ethnic groups; 
Orthodox Christianity 
among Russians 

Some History: Uzbekistan means “land of the Uzbek people.” Samarkand and Tashkent 
are on an ancient trade route called the Silk Road. In centuries past, the traders and 
their goods passing through made these cities rich. But, Uzbekistan is no longer a rich 
country. A small number of people control most of the wealth. Health standards are 
low, schooling is poor, and good jobs are hard to find. As a result, thousands of young 
Uzbek people go to Russia and other countries to find work. Uzbekistan used to be one 
of the biggest cotton-growing countries in the world. The lakes that support the cotton 
industry are almost completely dry. The government persecutes churches and stop 
people from witnessing to Muslims about Jesus. 

Thank God for: The growing number of Uzbek Christians. Christian resources in Uzbek, 
such as the Bible, the JESUS film and other videos, and Christian radio. 

Ask God:  For leaders who will rule the country justly and fairly. For Uzbeks to search for 
the peace that Jesus gives. To help Christians be unafraid when they share Jesus’ love. 
That every Uzbek will get to hear about Jesus, and many will choose to follow him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


