
Operation World Prayer Challenge 

September 28 – October 4 

South Africa 

Where:  Africa 

Population: 57M 

Main languages: 11 
official languages 

Main religions: 
Christianity, Islam 
and Hinduism 

Some History: South Africa’s forests, savannah, mountains, beaches, and rocky coasts 
are home to an abundance of animals. South Africa is also home to many different 
people: the many Bantu tribes, the ancient Khoisan tribes, the Coloureds and the Cape 
Malay. Immigrants from Europe and Asia now also call South Africa home, and millions 
of Africans have come here to escape war or poverty in their own countries. For many 
years, South Africa had an unfair system called Apartheid that gave power to the white 
government to rule the other races and forced the races to live separately. People who 
resisted this unjust system were often put in jail. Nelson Mandela, who was imprisoned 
for twenty seven years, became the president of South Africa when Apartheid ended.   

Thank God for: South Africans who gather to pray and inspire Christians around the 
world to pray together. Christian camps, tent meetings, school groups, and churches 
where South Africans learn how to live for God. 

Ask God: To help people of all races in South Africa to love, respect, and forgive one 
another. For Christian leaders to teach- and live- the message of the Bible clearly. To 
help the many poor people who can’t find jobs. To protect and care for children living 
without parents. For leaders who will govern in ways that honour God. 

October 5 – October 11 

South Sudan 

Where: Africa 

 

Population: 12.9M 

 

Main languages: 
Official –English, 
Arabic, also Juba 
Arabic, Dinka 

 

Main religions: 
Christianity and 
traditional religions 

 

Some History: The new nation of South Sudan was born in 2011 and its people 
celebrated with happiness and hope. Sudan was once the largest country in Africa. 
Sadly, the north (mostly Arab, Muslim people) and the south (mostly black, Christian 
people) fought each other for many years. An agreement in 2005, made it possible for 
South Sudan to separate and become an independent county. Starting a new country 
hasn’t been easy. Another war broke out. Now, they were fighting each other. Life was 
not peaceful. Many escaped to refugee camps in other countries.  

Thank God for: Freedom from the long harsh rule by the north, and hope for a new 
future for South Sudan. South Sudanese Christians who choose to rejoice and thank 
God, even when they’re hungry, ill, or sad. 

Ask God: To change the hearts of the leaders so that fighting will end and peace and 
fairness will win. For Christians to learn more about Jesus, the Bible, and how to live as 
a Christian. For pastors and leaders who care for the many hurting people around them, 
even though they themselves suffer. To keep safe the many children separated from 
their parents, and to help them stay out of trouble. To help the millions of people in 
camps or villages who need food and water. 

 

Somalis 

Where: Somalia, 
Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Yemen and Djibouti 

Population: 20M 

Main language: 

Some History: Much of Somalia has a dry climate. The land suffers from drought, and 
sometimes from famine because it’s difficult to grow crops. So Somalis keep livestock – 
especially camels – as a source of wealth, milk, and meat. Somalia has had a civil war for 
close to thirty years. Sometimes, there has been no effective government. At present, 
the government is fighting rebels called Al Shabaab, who want to rule the country with 
strict Islamic laws. Almost all Somalis are Muslims. They’re among the hardest people in 
the world to reach with the good news about Jesus. In Somalia, it’s against the law to 
ask someone to become a Christian.  



Somali 

Main religion: Sunni 
Islam 

 

Thank God For: The Bible in the Somali language. Christian websites, Youtube channels, 
and social media that talk about Jesus in Somali. The few thousand Somalis who follow 
Jesus- in Somalia and in other countries.  

Ask God: To end the famine and war in Somalia. To soften the hearts of Somali people 
toward Jesus. To help many more Somali people hear about Jesus. For Christians to pray 
for and share the good news with Somalis living abroad. To keep Somali Christians safe 
and to grow them in their faith. 

 

October 12 – October 18 

Sri Lanka 

 

Where: An island 
south of India 

 

Population: 21M 

 

Main languages: 
Sinhala, Tamil and 
English  

 

Main religions: 
Buddhism, also 
Hinduism, Islam, and 
Christianity 

 

Some History: Sri Lanka is a beautiful and sunny island. It’s a fertile country, and many 
crops grow here. Farming is an important job. Others work in factories. But, more than 
a million Sri Lankans have gone overseas to find jobs to support their families. Between 
1980 and 2009, there was a terrible civil war in Sri Lanka. The fighting was mainly 
between Sri Lanka Tamil rebels, sometimes called the “Tamil Tigers,” and government 
forces controlled by the Sinhalese. The Tamil rebels wanted to create their own 
independent Tamil country on part of the island. In the end, the Sri Lankan army 
defeated the Tamil Tigers. 

Thank God for: The end of the civil war and all the killing that went with it. Sinhalese 
and Tamils who are finding a new way of life with Jesus. Christians who bravely share 
God’s love in villages where people have never heard about Jesus. Christians who give 
care and compassion to those who are suffering with physical problems and emotional 
pain. 

Ask God: To help people of all races and beliefs in Sri Lanka learn to live together 
peacefully. For Christians from the different ethnic groups to be examples of 
forgiveness, love, and living together in peace. To help Christians in Sri Lanka be bold 
and loving as they share Jesus with Buddhists, Hindus, and Muslims – even if they are 
persecuted. To help Christians in Sri Lanka to love and help children who are hurt, 
lonely, or abused. 

Spain 

 

Where: 
Southwestern Europe 

Population: 46.4M 

 

Main languages:  

Castilian, Catalan, 
Galician, and Basque 
languages used in 
their regions 

 

Main religion: 
Christianity, mostly 
Roman Catholic 

 

Some History: More than two million Spaniards take drugs- many of them young 
people. Many people have moved to the city thinking it will be easy to find work. But, 
there aren’t enough jobs for everyone. So, young people take drugs because there’s 
nothing else to do. Most Spaniards have stopped going to the Catholic churches, or go 
only on special occasions such as Easter. At one time in history, Spanish Catholic 
missionaries took Christianity around the world to people who didn’t know about Jesus. 
That day is long past. Spain is a country that loves to party. Fiestas (festivals) are a big 
part of Spanish life. Some are religious, and some are just historical. 

Thank God for: Freedom to preach the good news about Jesus in Spain. Christian 
centers that care for drug addicts and share Jesus’ love. The many Christian immigrants 
in Spain who help grow the churches there. 

Ask God: That people will realize God is real, and that Jesus is alive and able to help 
them. For Spanish followers of Jesus to have courage to tell the people of Spain about 
Jesus. That many children will learn about Jesus. That soon there will be followers of 
Jesus in every village, town, and neighborhood. 



October 19 – October 25 

Syria 

 

Where:  In the 
Middle East along the 
eastern shore of the 
Mediterranean 

 

Population: 18.3M 

 

Main language: 
Arabic 

 

Main religion: Islam 

Some History: Damascus, the capital of modern Syria, may be the world’s oldest city. It’s 
mentioned in the book of Genesis. It was on the road to Damascus, that Saul met with 
Jesus. The land called “Aram” in the Bible is called Syria today. For much of the last 
hundred years, Syria has been involved in wars and conflicts with its neighbours. Since 
1971, the Assad family has ruled Syria. It’s officially a secular country but three-quarters 
of Syrians are Sunni Muslims, and there are several other Muslim groups too. The Assad 
family belongs to a Muslim group called the Alawites. Syria claims to be a democracy 
but the Assad family kept tight control of the country with the help of the army and 
secret police. In 2011, people protested against the president’s harsh rule. Civil war was 
the outcome. Nearly half the Syrian population has been forced to leave their homes.  

Thank God for: The growing numbers of new Syrian believers. Christians who help 
refugees and displaced people, inside and outside Syria. For the Bible in Arabic, the New 
Testament in the Kurdish dialect, and Christian satellite programs and websites.  

Ask God: For peace in Syria, so that people can return home and rebuild their lives. To 
take care of children whose parents have been killed in the war. To help Christians care 
for others, showing the love of God. That many more Syrians will learn about Jesus and 
decide to follow him. 

Sundanese 

 

Where:  West Java, 
Indonesia 

 

Population: Close to 
40M 

 

Main language: 
Sunda 

 

Main religion: Islam 
+ 190,000 Christians 

Some History: Java, the home of the Sundanese people is the most important island of 
Indonesia. Jakarta, the capital of Indonesia is in Java. Most Sundanese are Muslims. But, 
long before they became Muslims, the Sudanese worshipped their own gods. Even 
though Islam forbids it, the Sundanese still use a lot of magic especially for healing and 
trying to tell the future. The few Sundanese who did become Christians during the 
occupancy of the Dutch people, were often persecuted by their community.  

Thank God for: the whole Bible in the Sundanese language. Indonesian Christians who 
are telling the Sundanese about Jesus. The growing numbers of Sundanese Christians 
who follow Jesus even when it’s very difficult.  

Ask God:  To send more Christians to Sundanese communities to show children that 
Jesus is more powerful than the spirits that live in nature. To use Christian drama and 
music to show the Sundanese that they can know and follow Jesus. To help Sundanese 
who become Christians to stay faithful to Jesus, even when they are persecuted, and to 
be good witnesses to family and friends. To bring true faith to those who say they are 
Christians only because their parents or grandparents were, but who haven’t yet 
believed in Jesus themselves. To help the Sundanese do well in their farming so their 
families can be healthy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



October 26 – November 1 

Tibetans 

Where:  South west 
of China on the 
Qinghai  Tibet 
Plateau 

 

Population: 6M 

Main languages: 
Tibetan and 
Mandarin Chinese 

 

Main religion: 
Tibetan Buddhism 

Some History: The Tibetan plateau is the highest and largest on earth, is often called  

“ the roof of the world.” In Tibet, the Buddhist religious leaders used to also be the 
political leaders. The Tibetan Buddhist officials and priests were treated as royalty, but 
most ordinary people were treated like servants. The Dalai Lama is the most important 
priest, or lama, and leader of the Tibetan people. Tibetans believe the Dalai Lama is 
god-king, and that when he dies his soul will always be reborn in a baby. In 1950, the 
Communist government in China took control of the land. They destroyed more than 
6000 monasteries and got rid of many ancient Buddhist scriptures. The Communists 
killed thousands of Tibetans. In 1959, the Dalai Lama had to flee to Dharamsala, in India. 

Thank God for: For the few Tibetans who follow Jesus instead of the Buddha or the 
Dalai Lama. The modern translations of the New Testament in Tibetan. Using some 
Chinese Christians to bring a message of love and reconciliation to Tibetans. Christians 
who help Tibetan people in times of need like when extreme weather conditions 
destroy their flocks, herds, or crops.  

Ask God:  For the freedom to share Jesus with Tibetans. For Chinese Christians who live 
near Tibetans to love them with the love of Jesus, and to be humble and gentle. To help 
many Tibetans find Christian resources through the internet, radio, and television so 
they can hear the good news about Jesus. To free Tibetans from the powerful grip of 
their religion. To pray for them to understand the good news about Jesus. 

Tai Lue 

Where:  Yunnan 
Province of China, 
Myanmar, Thailand 
and Laos 

 

Population: 1.1M 

 

Main language: Dai 
or Tai Leu 

 

Main religion: 
Buddhism (but mixed 
with animism) 

Some History: The ancient home of the Tai Lue people is a mountainous region called 
Xishuangbanna. Fifty years ago, many different types of animals thrived in the green 
forests that covered the high mountains. Since then, almost half the forest has been cut 
down and replaced with plantations. This has changed the climate of the area. Rainfall 
has decreased and rivers have been drying up. The Tai Lue are Buddhists. 

Thank God for: The Tai Lue people, who have a strong culture that’s survived 
challenges. The few Tai Lue Christians who have passed on the faith across generations. 
All the people translating the Bible into Tai Lue. There is already a New Testament. 

Ask God:  For a church in every Tai Lue town. To set the Tai Lue free from the fear of evil 
spirits and not earning enough merit for the next life. That each person may know the 
love of Jesus, who washed away our sins once and for all. For the few Christians to 
boldly share the good news about Jesus with others. For many to learn about Jesus 
through the Tai Lue New Testament. For other Christians in Yunnan Province- minorities 
and Han Chinese – to show the Tai Lue how much God loves them. 

 

 

 

 

 


