
Operation World Prayer Challenge 

August 31 –September 6 

Romani 

Where:  Originated in 
the north west 
regions of India. 
Mostly in eastern 
Europe and Turkey. 

Main language: 
Romani languages as 
well as their host 
country languages 

Main religion: 
Usually adopt the 
main religion of their 
host country – 
Roman Catholicism, 
Orthodox Christian or 
Islam 

Some History: Genetic evidence suggests that Romani people may have originated in 
northern India. Roma people left northern India about 1500 years ago.  Most Romani 
people went to Eastern Europe; countries, such as Romania and Bulgaria. There are also 
Romani populations on every occupied continent. But no matter where they go, the 
Romani people have faced discrimination and fierce persecution. An estimated two 
million Romani people died in concentration camps during World War II. In the post-war 
era, the Romani people remained as oppressed group, especially in the Soviet Union. In 
different countries, they are known by different names such as Sinti, Maudi, Kalderash, 
Nawar and Gitanos. The Roma people have kept their own way of life and are rarely 
fully accepted by the society where they have settled – even after many years. They are 
often misunderstood and even despised, disliked and neglected. Some Roma 
communities are very poor. 

Thank God for: the growing churches among Romani people around the world; the 
passion Romani Christians have for sharing about Jesus; gatherings for teaching, 
fellowship, and worship that encourage Romani Christians. 

Ask God: To help Christians who are translating the Bible into the different Romani 
languages. That more Romani Christians and non Romani Christians will form 
friendships and encourage one another. To help Romani Christians learn how to “gossip 
the gospel “to non- Romani people. 

 

Rohingya 

Where: West coast 
of Myanmar 

Population: more 
than 2M 

 

Main language: 
Rohingya 

Main religion: Islam 

 

Some History: Even though the Rohingya have lived on the west coast of Myanmar, the 
government of Myanmar says the Rohingya came from Bangladesh and should go back 
there. They won’t allow the Rohingya to become citizens of Myanmar. So, it is hard for 
them to get permission to work, travel, go to school, own land, get married, see a 
doctor, or most of the things people normally used to do. Many live in extreme poverty 
and most can’t read. And without travel documents, they cannot go anywhere. Most 
Rohingyas are Muslims while most people in Myanmar are Buddhists. Sometimes, their 
conflict turns violent. 

Thank God For: Rohingya who have found Jesus and now follow him. Countries that 
allow Rohingya to enter as refugees. People in Malaysia, The United States, and other 
countries who want to help the Rohingya 

Ask God: To end the persecution of the Rohingya so they don’t lose their homes, 
families, and lives. To provide a peaceful place for the Rohingya to live and a solution to 
their current problems. For many Rohingya people to meet Jesus, and for churches in 
Rohingya communities around the world. To help people translate the Bible into the 
Rohingya language. To help the few Rohingya Christians stay strong in their faith and 
talk boldly about Jesus with families and friends. 

 

 

 

 

 



September 7– September 13 

Russia 
 

Where: A 
transcontinental 
country located in 
eastern Europe and 
northern Asia 

 

Population: 144M 

 

Main language:  

Russian, 109 other 
languages 

Main religion:  

Christianity(mostly 
Russian Orthodox, 
but some other 
churches); also Islam 

Some History: Russia became a Christian country more than a thousand years ago. The 
Russian Orthodox Church has hardly changed in a thousand years. Some Russians were 
rich, but most have always been poor. In 1917, the peasants mounted a revolution that 
drove out the ruler, Czar Nicholas II. A communist group called the Bolsheviks took 
control of the government, the farms and the factories. The whole of Russia then 
became Communist. But, the Communist government became even worse oppressors 
than the ones they threw out. They also banned religion. They persecuted the 
Christians. A few decades ago, Russia started to be more opened. Today, Russia 
professes to be a democracy. But the president holds all the political power. And a 
handful of rich influential men – called oligarchs – control most of the country’s huge 
wealth and resources. Poverty is still common. After Communism ended, Christians had 
greater freedom to spread the good news, start churches, and translate the Bible into 
minority languages. 

Thank God for: Russians who followed Jesus, even when they were put in prison. 
Churches and Christians increasing in number. The many Bible translations in progress, 
into many languages of Russia. 

Pray that: For people in Russia who feel hopeless to discover a new hope in Jesus. To 
give faith to Christians when the future seems so uncertain. For young people to follow 
Jesus instead of choosing false teachings, money, or pleasures. For good Russian pastors 
and Christian leaders for the churches and ministries in Russia. 

 

September 14 – September 20 

Samoans 

Where: A group of 
ten islands in the 
South Pacific Ocean 

 

Population: 196,000 

 

Main language:  
Samoan & English 

 

Main religion: 
Christianity 

 

Some History: Each day at dusk, when the church bell rings, everyone in Samoa stops 
what they’re doing to pray and read the Bible together. Wherever you find Samoans, 
you will find lively communities who enjoy being together to eat, dance, relax, and 
enjoy good music. The Samoan way guides Samoans in how they act toward others. 
Today, more Samoans live abroad than in the Samoan islands in countries such as New 
Zealand, the United States, and Australia. The family or aiga is the most important part 
of Samoan culture. Each aiga has a leader who cares for all the people and helps find 
solutions to any problems they might face. 

Thank God for: Samoans who tell other people in the South Pacific about Jesus. The 
time Samoans have each day to pray, sing, and read the Bible together. The humility, 
respect for elders, and care for children that Samoans practice as part of their culture 
and families 

Ask God: To help Samoan churches around the world reach families to follow Jesus. To 
help young people find true happiness in knowing Jesus. To help Samoan Christians 
from different churches work together. For families around the world to learn from the 
Samoan way of having daily prayers together. 

 

 

 

 



San 

 

Where: Kalahari 
Desert including 
Botswana, South 
Africa, and Angola 

Population: Less than 
100,000 

Main language: 
Several Khoisan 
languages & dialects 

Main religion: 
Animism & 
Christianity 

 

Some History: The San people also known as the Bushman, are members of various 
Khoe, Tutu, or KX’a speaking indigenous hunter-gatherer groups that are the first nation 
of Southern Africa. The San people are among the oldest cultures on Earth. The San 
people were traditionally semi-nomadic, moving seasonally within certain defined areas 
based on the availability of resources such as water, game animals, and edible plants. 
From the 1950s through to the 1990s, San communities switched to farming because of 
Government –mandated modernisation programs.  

Thank God for: San people who follow Jesus. Bible stories in Khoisan languages, which 
are being told and recorded for the San people. 

Ask God: To show the San that he can free them from fear of the spirit world. To send 
missionaries who will understand and love San people, and will learn their difficult 
language and culture. That more San people will follow Jesus, especially respected tribal 
elders who can help their people live godly lives. To help the San people adjust to their 
new lives in towns and on farms, and to protect them from disease and troubles. For 
many more Bible stories in San languages to help the San understand the gospel. 
 

September 21 – September 27 

Saudi Arabia 

 

Where:  Middle East 

 

Population: 34M 

 

Main language: 
Arabic 

 

Main religion: Islam 

Some History: Saudi Arabia is a hot, dry, desert country. In 1932, Ibn Saud, a strong Arab 
leader, brought together the nomadic tribes who lived there and created the new 
Islamic Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The King’s word is law, and the extended royal family 
controls everything. When oil was discovered, Saudi Arabia became wealthy and 
powerful. Money from oil was used to build better houses for people, set up free 
schools, universities, and hospitals, make roads across the desert, and develop 
industries. Nine million people from other countries work in Saudi Arabia. Some are 
Christians, but they have to meet in secret to worship. Some hear the Gospel and 
become Christians. Islam is the only religion allowed in Saudi Arabia. The government 
sees itself as the keeper and protector of Islam and makes sure everyone keeps the 
Islamic laws. Women have a lot less freedom than men.  

Thank God for: Christian websites, satellite TV shows, and apps that share the gospel 
with Saudis and help them grow as believers. Saudis who bravely follow Jesus. Christian 
guest workers in Saudi Arabia. 

Ask God:  To help Christian guest workers share their faith with other guest workers. 
That Saudis who go abroad to study will meet Christians who tell them about Jesus. That 
many Saudis will use Christian TV programs and websites to read the Bible and learn 
about the good news. That the millions of Muslims who go on pilgrimage to Mecca will 
meet God on their journey 

 
 

 

 

 


