
Operation World Prayer Challenge 

July 27 – August 2 

North Caucasus 

Where:  Between the 
Black Sea and 
Caspian Sea.  

Population: 9-10 M 

Main language: 
Official –Russian, 
each group has its 
own language 

Main religion: Islam, 
some Orthodox 
Christianity, some 
pagan 

 

Some History: Over the centuries, the Persians, Mongols, Ottomans and Russians have 
all fought to control this area. The North Caucasus Federal District consists of seven 
republics controlled by Russia. These republics include Ossetia, Chechnya and Dagestan. 
Ossetians are descended from the Alans. The Alans worshiped a creator god but also 
many lesser gods as well as their own ancestors. But, when Mongol armies invaded, 
they fled to the mountains where the neighbouring Georgians introduced them to 
Christianity. Chechnya withstood foreign armies like the Mongols and then the 
Russians. They were almost destroyed. Chechen men are famous as fierce fighters, 
resisting all invaders especially the Russians. They are strongly loyal to their Muslim 
faith. Dagestan consists of many tribes. The official language is Russian but most 
families spoke their tribal language at home. Islam is the main religion.  

Thank God for: The churches and Christians in the Caucasus. The many Christians who 
are praying for the peoples of the Caucasus. 

Ask God: To stop the fighting between different tribes and religious groups. Every 
Christian living in the Caucasus to have a stronger relationship with God. More 
missionaries to go there so that people can hear about Jesus.  

 

North Korea 

Where: In East Asia 

Population: 25.6M 

 

Main language: 
Korean 

 

Main religion: 
Officially atheism; 
many follow Juche as 
a religion 

 

Some History: In 1948, after World War II, Korea was divided into two separate 
countries: North Korea and South Korea. Kim II-sung, the “Great Leader,” ruled North 
Korea. At one time, there were many Christians in North Korea. But, Kim II-sung insisted 
everyone worship him instead. He was a Communist and wanted to get rid of every 
trace of religion and replace it with ‘juche.” (a complete devotion to country and its 
great leader). He had every church building destroyed. He also had millions of people 
killed including thousands of Christians. In 1950, Kim II-sung invaded South Korea. The 
war is still not officially over, although North and South Korea are not actively fighting 
today. Kim Jong- un is the leader of North Korea today. 

Thank God For: Secret believers in North Korea, the patient work and prayer of 
Christians who prepare for the day when North Korea is open. 

Ask God: To protect those who follow Jesus and allow them to grow closer to God. To 
bring a peaceful reunification of North and South Korea. To prepare the hearts of North 
Korea to hear the good news. To open North Korea to the gospel so that many can be 
saved. 

 

August 3 – August 9 

Oman 
 

Where: In the middle 
east, on the east side 
of the Arabian 
Peninsula 

Population: 4.8M 

 

 

 

Some History: Part of Oman is called the Musandam Peninsula, which is completely 
separated from the rest of the country by the United Arabs Emirates. This peninsula is 
made up of a line of razor-sharp peaks. A bit more than half of the population is Omani 
The other half are foreign workers. Oman’s wealth comes mostly from oil. But, for a 
long time, Omanis grew wealthy by selling a natural perfume called frankincense. Even 
when oil was discovered in the 1960s, the ruler didn’t use the money earned to 
modernize his country. In 1970, Sultan Qaboos took over and things became better for 
the people. Life today is much more comfortable for Omanis, but they still don’t know 
the love of Jesus. 

 



Main language: 
Arabic, English, 
Baluchi, Urdu, Hindi 

 

Main religion: Islam 

 

Thank God for: The small number of Omanis who are following Jesus. The fact that 
Omanis can easily get Bibles, in print and online, in their language. 

Pray that: Christians will share Jesus with their Omani friends. To send Arab Christians 
from other countries to Oman to spread the gospel. To use Christian radio, TV, and  

Internet programs in Arabic to reach many Omanis. For Christians to show God’s love to 
Omani students and workers living in Western countries. For people from other groups 
working in Oman to meet Jesus while they’re there. 

 

Pakistan 

 

Where: In South Asia 

 

Population: 200.8M 

 

Main language: Urdu 
& English 

 

Main religion: Islam 

 

Some History: Pakistan was the site of several ancient cultures and intertwined with the 
history of the broader Indian subcontinent. The area has been ruled by numerous 
empires and dynasties. Pakistan gained independence in 1947 as a homeland for Indian 
Muslims. There are Christians in Pakistan and the church is growing. Many of the 
Christians come from Hindu backgrounds. However, hundreds of Pakistan’s Muslim 
people groups still have no churches, no Christians and no missionaries living among 
them. Pakistani Christians are often persecuted and faced poverty.  

Thank God for: Christians who are faithful, even when they face persecution and 
violence. All the people in Pakistan and around the world who pray for this spiritually 
needy country. The Bible and other Christian books in Urdu.  

Ask God: To bring peace to Pakistan. To help Christian young people go to school and 
university and get good jobs. For Christians to learn more about what the Bible teaches. 
For Muslims in Pakistan to have open hearts so that they can hear about Jesus. That God 
will give wisdom to the pastors who teach and take care of the poorest Christians. 

 

August 10 – August 16 

Persians 

 

Where: Iran mostly, 
Turkey, Afghanistan, 
and Iraq  

 

Population: 41M – 
37M of these in Iran 

 

Main language: Farsi 

 

Main religion:  

Shi’a Muslim 

 

Some History: For thousands of years, the Persians have lived in the region we now 
called Iran. The Bible contains stories about them. King Cyrus of Persia set the Jews free 
from exile. Esther became a queen when she married the Persian King Xerxes. During 
those times, the Persian Empire was the largest in the world. Persians had their own 
religion called Zoroastrianism. Later, Muslims conquered the area and most Persians 
converted to Islam. In 1979, a Shi’a religious leader called Ayatollah Khomeini became 
supreme leader of Iran, and made the religious laws in Iran very strict. Christians in Iran 
suffer badly. Many have fled the country. 

Thank God for: Persians who are hungry for spiritual truth. The Persian church, which is 
growing quickly around the world- even in Iran, where it is dangerous to openly follow 
Jesus. For Christians who make books, videos and TV shows in Farsi. 

Ask God for: Millions of more Persians to hear about Jesus. In Iran, it is hard to hear the 
gospel. Persian Christians to get access to Bibles and good Christian teaching in their 
language. Christians in Iran to keep strong in their faith, even when they are persecuted. 
Persian Christians outside Iran to keep their passion for Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
 



August 17– August 23 

Pygmies 
 

Where:  Central 
Africa 

Population: 900,000 

 

Main language: Each 
pygmy tribe has its 
own language 

 

Main religion: 
Animism & 
Christianity 

 

Some History: There are about seventeen different pygmy groups living in the forest of 
west and central Africa. They are nomadic hunters who gather food from the forest. 
They also trade meat and honey with neighbouring peoples for things they need, such 
as salt, clothing, tools, and vegetables. The Pygmies are different from the other tribes 
around them and have been treated badly, and persecuted by their neighbours. During 
civil wars in Rwanda and Congo, thousands of Pygmies were killed. However, many have 
heard the gospel. 

Thank God for: Many Pygmies –from many different Pygmy groups are now following 
Jesus. Pygmy pastors and evangelists who serve their own people. Friendships between 
Christian Pygmies and the Christians from other groups in their countries. 

Pray for: More Christians to live and travel in the forests with the Pygmies. To help 
pastors and evangelists explain how much Jesus loves us, in ways and in languages that 
the many Pygmy groups will understand. That Pygmies will figure out a way to follow 
God’s ways that is suitable for their wandering lives in the great forests of Africa. That 
lots of Pygmy boys and girls will hear about Jesus, follow him, and help others to know 
him. 

 

Papua New Guinea 

(PNG) 

 

Where: The eastern 
half of the island of 
New Guinea 

Population: 8.4 M 

 

Main language: 
English, Tok Pisin and 
Motu 

 

 

Main religion : 
Christianity 

Some History: The prehistory of PNG can be traced back to about 60,000 years ago 
when people first migrated towards the Australian continent. The written history began 
when European navigators first sighted New Guinea in the early part of the 17th century. 
In 1975, Australia granted full independence to PNG. There are about 1000 different 
people groups in PNG speaking more than 800 languages. However, almost everyone 
also speaks Tok Pisin, a kind of “pidgin,” or simply English. The Bible has been translated 
into Tok Pisin. Sometimes in PNG, everyone in a village became a Christian at the same 
time. However, not everyone really changed to become more like Jesus at first. Instead, 
some carried on with their traditional witchcraft and continued fighting with each other. 

Thank God for: The large church in PNG- many people know and worship him. The Bible, 
New Testament, and parts of scripture available for more than two hundred of PNG’s 
many languages. Christians from PNG who have gone to other countries to share God’s 
love with others. 

Ask God: To help Christians to leave behind their old ways of life and follow Jesus’ ways. 
To help pastors teach the Bible to their churches so that they are freed from the fear of 
curses and evil spirits and from false teaching. For the people and money needed to 
translate the Bible into another three hundred languages that still have no scripture at 
all, and complete the Bible in all languages. 

 

August 24 – August 30 

Quechua 

 

Where: Andes 

Population: Between 
10 and 12 M 

Main language: 
Quechua & Spanish 

Some History: Some Quechua are descended from the Incas, who ruled this region 
hundreds of years ago. The Incas built huge terraces, great palaces and temples, and an 
amazing network of roads and cities. By the sixteenth century, the Inca Empire spread 
all the way from Columbia to Chile and made Quechua its official language. In 1532, the 
Spanish came to Peru looking for new lands and gold. They defeated the Incas and took 
over their land. Spanish soon became the main language spoken across the region, but 
the Quechua managed to keep their own language alive these five hundred years. The 
Quechua are among the poorest people. 



Main religion: 
Christianity (Catholic) 
and Animism 

Thank God for:  Quechua people who are learning to follow Jesus. The Bible in some 
Quechua dialects and in audio forms that people can listen to while weaving or working 
in the fields. Christian radio programs in local languages that can reach communities 
high in the mountains. 

  

Pray that: Each Quechua will come to know Jesus and follow him faithfully. That every 
Quechua will have access to the Bible in their own language. Pray for translators to 
complete the Bible projects. For governments and people who live alongside the 
Quechua to treat them fairly. To help those who are poor and those who are sick 
without medicine or a doctor. 

 

Qatar 

 

Where: In the Middle 
East 

Population: 2.7M 

Main language: 
Arabic(official) and 
English 

Main religion: Islam 

Some History: Qatar is a small desert country which became very wealthy when oil and 
gas were discovered. The country offers free education, free medical care and even 
help with housing its citizens. There are nine foreign workers in the country for every 
one Qatari. They come from all over the world, but the largest number comes from 
Nepal, Bangladesh, India, the Philippines, Egypt, and Sri Lanka. Almost every Qatari is 
Muslim. Qatari Christians are persecuted for their faith. But, foreign Christian groups 
can worship freely.  

Thank God: For the freedom for Christians who live in Qatar to go to church openly. For 
the few Qataris who follow Jesus 

Ask God: That Qataris living abroad will meet Christians who show them Jesus’ love. To 
help Qatari believers when their families reject them. That many foreign workers – 
Muslims, Hindus, and Buddhists- meet Jesus while in Qatar. Christian workers in Qatar 
have the wisdom and courage to share Jesus in powerful ways. To help churches 
encourage and bless foreign workers while they are in Qatar. 

 
 

 

 

 


