
Operation World Prayer Challenge 

June 29 – July 5 

Mexico 
 

Where: Southern 
portion of North 
America 

 

Population: 131M 

 

Main language:  

Spanish and 68  

indigenous languages 

 

Main religion:  

Christianity mostly 
Roman Catholics 

Some History: Mexico has many different kinds of people-native tribes, whites, and 
blacks, as well as more recent immigrants from Asia and Africa. But most Mexicans are 
mestizos, a racial mix of Spanish colonists and native tribes. The Government has 
created programs to help keep the different native languages alive so that they are used 
by native cultures. Today, the biggest problem for Mexico is illegal drugs. These drugs 
are made in South America but mostly used in the United States. These are usually 
shipped through Mexico. Gangs that controlled these drugs are rich and powerful. The 
police and the Government can’t stop them. Most Mexicans are Roman Catholics. But 
Catholicism here is mixed with the local tribal religions. Evangelical churches are 
growing fast especially among the poorest people and native tribes. 

Thank God: For the many people from different backgrounds who follow Jesus. The 
growth of evangelical churches and the people who translate the Bible into native 
languages. 

Pray that: To end the evil drug trade, and change the hearts of the people involved; to 
help the many children who are poor and fatherless; to work in the hearts of Roman 
Catholics. In addition, to protect the migrants traveling through Mexico, and reveal 
Jesus to them.  

July 6  – July 12 

Mongolia 

 

Where: Between 
Russia and China 

 

Population: 3.1M 

 

Main language:  

Khalkha, Mongol and 
Russian 

 

Main religion:  

Tibetan Buddhism 
and large 
nonreligious minority 

Some History: Mongolia is a huge country about the size of Western Europe. In the 
north are mountains, plains, forests and lakes. The Gobi desert is to the south. Winter is 
long and bitterly cold but summer is extremely hot in some places. Eight hundred years 
ago, Genghis Khan, the famous warrior built Mongolia into the largest land empire ever 
known. After the fall of the Mongol empire, Mongolia came to be ruled by the Yuan 
dynasty and then the Qing dynasty. For many centuries, Mongolia became a Buddhist 
country. In 1924, Mongolia became a communist country under Russian rule. Buddhism 
was banned. In 1990, the communists lost power, and people became free to choose 
which religion they wanted to follow. Today, most Mongolians live in the cities.  

Thank God: For a Mongolian church. From only a few believers in 1990, today there are 
thousands and their number is growing.  For the whole Bible in Mongolian, and in 
different translations. For the vision and commitment of some Mongolian Christians to 
be missionaries in other lands. 

Pray that: For the churches to find ways of worshipping God that makes sense to 
Mongolians. To make Mongolian people hungry for truth. For Mongolians to read the 
Bible- and understand it. To help the poor, the unemployed, the sick, and those living on 
the streets. 

July 13 – July 19 

Minangkabau 

Where:  Indonesia 
(West Sumatra), 
Malaysia 

Population: Between 
8 & 9M 

Main language:  

Some History: The Minangkabau are from West Sumatra. The Minangkabau are also 
called the Minang and the Padang. In most parts of the world, a person’s surname 
comes from their father. But, the Minangkabau use their mother’s name instead. 
Another unusual custom being the men are the leaders of the clan, but the women own 
the rice fields and houses. So, the men often leave their home villages to find work in 
bigger towns, only returning to help at harvest time. 

Thank God: For the few thousand Minangkabau who know Jesus. For the whole Bible, in 
print, audio, and digital formats, in the Minangkabau language. 



Minangkabau, 
Indonesian 

Main religion:  

Islam 

Pray that: For more Christians, especially, Minang believers, talk about Jesus with their 
people who haven’t heard the good news. For Minangkabau families to decide to follow 
Jesus together. That the people won’t let their traditions and fears get in the way of 
following Jesus. To show them that they can be Christians and still be Minangkabau.  

Navajo 

Where: USA 

Population: More 
than 300,000 

Main language:  

English & Navajo 

Main religion : 
Navajo traditional, 
Christianity(mainly 
Catholicism) 

Some History: The Navajo are the biggest group of Native Americans in the United 
States. Although most now live in modern houses, nearly every family still has at least 
one hogan. The hogan is a traditional one-room house, made of wood and mud or 
stone. The Navajo are very artistic. They color wool with dyes made from desert plants 
and use it to weave beautiful rugs. They also make beautiful jewellery. 

Thank God: For the Navajo Bible, every Navajo believer, pastor, missionary and church 
leader. 

Pray that: The Navajo will discover the beauty of the Bible in their own language. The 
Navajo will not see Christianity as the “white people’s religion,” but see that Jesus – a 
person from the Middle East- is for the Navajo as much as anyone. The Navajo 
Christians will share Jesus’ love among their families, friends, and communities. That 
Christian leaders in the Navajo Nation will be wise and serve their people well 

July 20 – July 26 

Nepal 

Where: Mainly in the 
Himalayas including 
the Indo-Gangetic 
Plain 

Population: 29.6M 

Main language: 
Nepali 

Main religion: large 
Hindu majority and 
Buddhist minority 

Some History: The mighty Himalayas run along the northern border of Nepal. At least a 
hundred different people groups live in Nepal speaking more than a hundred languages. 
Nepal was once the only Hindu Kingdom in the world. Hindus here have often mixed 
their Hindu practices with Buddhism and animism. In 1951, after a short revolution, 
Christians were among the first to enter to help the new King and his country. But, 
Nepalese who became Christians were often put in prison. After democracy was 
introduced in 1991, Christians had greater freedom to worship God. 

Thank God:  For every person in Nepal who loves and follows Jesus.  For the Christians 
in Nepal who care for the poor, the sick and the disabled – many pray with people who 
others will not touch or talk to. Christian books available in several of Nepal’s languages. 

Pray that: Many Nepali children will hear about Jesus and know that He is the only true 
and living God, more powerful than all the others. For the gospel to reach every town 
and village in Nepal, especially those most difficult to get to. 

New Zealand 

Where: In the 
southwestern Pacific 
Ocean 

Population: 4.8M 

 

Main language: 
English 

 

Main religion: 
Christianity 

 

Some History: New Zealand has two main islands, Most of the people living in New 
Zealand are descended from British and European settlers, but over 5% are Maoris. 
Twelve or more centuries ago, the Maoris travelled vast distances from the Pacific 
islands of Polynesia. They came in sixty-foot-long canoes and they gained control of the 
land and made it their home. People of different faiths from many other countries have 
come to live in New Zealand. In addition, many people in New Zealand have no religion 
at all. 

Thank God: For the many Christians who know Jesus and want to tell others that Jesus 
loves them. For the missionaries from New Zealand go and share Jesus with people in 
other countries. For every Christian who volunteers to teach the Bible in school classes 
and to run camps, after school clubs and other activities  

Pray that:  Help is given to Christians to talk about Jesus in a loving, caring way to 
people who worship other gods or don’t believe in God at all.  That Maori Christians will 
stay faithful following Jesus. To bring many people, both kiwis and immigrants to follow 
Jesus. 

 


