
 

Operation World Prayer Challenge 

 

March 2 – March 8 

CUBA 
 

Where: An island in the 
Caribbean Sea, between 
the Florida peninsula, the 
Bahamas and Jamaica. 
Population: 11.5 M 
Main language: Spanish 
Main religion: Christianity. 

 

Some History:  The people of Cuba originate from Spanish settlers and Africans brought to the 
country as slaves.  The population is now very mixed due to marriages.  The country was once the 
richest country in Latin America, but the people were very poor with no access to education.  The 
communist government took over in 1959 and made all children go to school, but still, the 
majority of people remain poor, with little access to health care or food. The majority of Cubans 
follow a Christian denomination but are suppressed by the government for their religion.  Many 
Cubans mix their Christian beliefs with Spiritism and worship other gods.  
Thank God: for the survival of the Christian faith despite suppression from the government.  
Thank God for the Bibles that are being distributed freely to the population, and especially thank 
God for the young Cuban who are thirsty for the good news of Jesus Christ and willing to hear 
and come to Christ. 
Pray that: the people of Cuba will have food to feed their physical hunger and for more Bibles 
and Christian teachers to feed their spiritual need.   

CHAD 
  
Where: In the middle of 
Africa between Nigeria, 
Niger, Libya, and Sudan. 
Population: 15.4 M 
Main language: French, 
Chadian Arabic, and 124 
other languages. 
Main religion: Muslim 
majority, large Christian 
minority 

Some History: Chad is one of the poorest countries in the world and is surrounded by troubled 
countries.  The violence and refugees from surrounding countries spill into Chad.  It faces 
challenges such as transporting food, water or any type of supplies within the country.  Some 
Christians in the south of the country look after the orphans, sick people, and the refugees. The 
Muslim population sees the Christians as unclean, when a Muslim becomes Christian, they are 
often so mistreated that they will return to the Muslim faith. 
Thank God: for the many children who are converting to Christianity, the Christians who are 
translating the Bible and telling people about Jesus. 
Pray that: God sends enough rain every year to grow the crops, for protection over Chad from 
the neighboring countries’ terrorist attacks, that the schools will remain open for the children. 

March 9 – March 15 

DOGON 

(people group)  
 

Who: The people who live 
in the rocky area of Mali.  
Where: Mali is in West 
Africa close to Burkina 
Faso. 
Population: ~800 000. 
Main religions: Islam and 
animism.  

Some History: The Dogon people are famous around the world for their cultural mask and 
dances.  After decades of missionary work in the Dogon villages, many now have churches, and 
Christians are growing in numbers.  Christians continue to be persecuted by Muslim extremist 
and Christians had to flee to the south of Mali or even Burkina Faso.  It is unsafe to be Christian in 
many Dogon villages. 
Thank God: for the recorded New Testament for people who are not able to read, the growing 
numbers of Dogon people who are following Jesus. 
Pray that: God will send rain for the crops to have enough food to feed their families and sell at 
the market, for ongoing translation of the Bible into the different Dogon dialects. 

DJIBOUTI 
 

Where: By the Gulf of 
Aden, between Eritrea, 
Ethiopia and Somalia.  
Population: 971 000 
Main religion : Mostly 
Muslim, small Christian 
minority 
Main language: Arabic 
and French majority, 
Somali, and Afar. 

Some History: The population is made of Ethiopians (The Afars), and Somalians (the Issa), who 
were enemies in the past.  Djibouti was a French colony up until 1977.  It is the hottest country in 
the world, it is poor with a high rate of unemployment, but it is peaceful.  So peaceful in fact, that 
it is a place of strategic military power and France, US, Japan, Italy and even China have a military 
base there. Most men chew on khat, an addictive leaf.  They sit around, talk, nap and chew khat 
all day long. They spend all their spare money on this drug.  When a person becomes Christian, 
they are often rejected, beaten, and even killed for leaving the Muslim faith. 
Thank God: for all the Christians who pray fervently for Djibouti and for the Djiboutian people 
who sometimes pray all night long for their own people to one day know Jesus. 
Pray that: the Afars and Issas will get along to allow the church to grow, for enough food for the 
Djiboutians, for the men to get rid of their khat habit, for the new Christian in Djibouti to be 
strong and withstand the persecution of their family. 



 

 

 

March 16 – March 22 

DRUZE 
(people group)  
 

Who: The followers of a 
secret religion. 
Where: They live in the 
mountains of Lebanon, 
Syria, northern Israel, 
Jordan, France and US. 
Population: ~ 1M 

Some History: Druze are very secretive about their religions, they do not allow any outsiders in or 
share any of their beliefs.  Druze are trustworthy, hard-working people and they are taught from 
a young age to help and look after one another and after strangers.  One must never talk about 
their religion to non-Druze or believe another religion, despite many children going to Christian 
school.  There are a few Druze people who have lived overseas and have learned about Jesus and 
started to follow Christ.  They have returned home and spread the news of Jesus Christ.   
Thank God: for the Christian schools and orphanage who share the good news of Jesus, for the 
children that are taught to be kind and helpful to all people. 
Pray that: God will give courage to the Druze who face persecution because they have converted 
to Christianity, pray that God will bring Christian Druze back home so that they can form more 
Christian groups in the Druze community. 

FIJI  
 

Where:A group of islands 
located in the South 
Pacific Ocean, east of 
Australia. 
Population: 912,000. 
Main religions: 
Christianity, Hinduism, and 
Islam.  

Some History: Christianity has been in Fiji for more than 200 years. In 1879, Indians were brought 
in to work on sugar plantations.  Soon there was unrest between the iTaukei (native Fijian) and 
the Indians.  Resentment and violence grew, despite the Christian leaders speaking out against 
violence between the two people groups.  A lot of Indians eventually left Fiji and iTaukeis now 
outnumber Indians.  The Fijian Christian often pray for peace between iTaukei and Indians in Fiji 
and share the gospel with them.  They pray for every country in the world and sometimes even 
go overseas as missionaries to spread the good news.  Many tourists and Chinese go to Fiji, and 
this gives a chance to Fijian Christian to share the good news with other people groups. 
Thank God: for the many Fijian Christians who share the gospel in their country but also abroad, 
for the friendships that are forming between iTaukei and Indians. 
Pray that: the country leaders will rule fairly and wisely, for continued peace between the iTaukei 
and Indians, the Fijian Christian will continue to preach to the Chinese people who come to Fiji. 

March 23 – March 29 

EGYPT 
 

Where: By the 
Mediterranean Sea and 
the Red Sea, bordering 
Libys and Sudan. 
Population: 99.4 M  
Main religions: Large 
Muslim majority (99 M), 
Christian minority (9 M). 

Some History: The majority of the country is poor, but it also has a lot of millionaires. Many 
stories in the Bible occur in Egypt, and the first Egyptian Christians formed the Coptic church.  
After the Arab Muslims invaded Egypt in 642 AD, many Egyptians were forced to become Muslim.  
Despite this, the Coptic church remained and still is the largest Christian group in the Middle East 
today.  In some parts Christians are persecuted and some other, Christians and Muslim respect 
and protect one another. Many Coptic churches assemble in massive underground caves.  These 
caves were dug four thousand years ago when workers were carrying out large pieces of rocks to 
build the pyramids. The largest cave can hold 20 000 people.   
Thank God: for the surviving Coptic church for more than 2000 years despite the persecution, for 
the important role Egypt played in the stories of the Bible. 
Pray that God: will have mercy on the Christians in Egypt who are treated unfairly, will reveal 
Himself to the Egyptian Muslim who want to attack the Christians, will call on the Christians to be 
bold and share the gospel with the Muslim and the rest of the Arab world. 
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