
Operation World Prayer Challenge 

June 1 – June 7 

Kazakhstan 
 

Where: 

Central Asia 

Population: 18.4M 

Main language:  

Kazakh & Russian 

 

Main religion:  

Islam(Kazakh) 

Christianity(Russians) 

Some History: It is the largest landlocked country in the world. High grassy plains called 
steppes stretch across the northern part while in the south are dry, sandy deserts. For 
centuries, the Kazakh people were nomads. About 200 years old, the Russian Empire 
began to occupy Kazakhstan. Many Russians came to live here forcing the Kazakh 
nomads from their land. During that time, the Russians used the land for nuclear tests. 
It was also used by the Russian space program. Since 1991, Kazakhstan has been 
independent from Russia. It is a country with rich resources like oil, gold and chrome. 

Thank God: For the Kazakhs who have decided to follow Jesus. For Christians who have 
gone to Kazakhstan to share the gospel. For the Bible, and many other Christian 
resources. 

Pray that: Everyone in Kazakhstan has the opportunity to hear about Jesus. To help 
Kazakh believers share their faith with their families, friends and coworkers. More 
missionaries to help Kazakh church reach the whole nation. 

June 8  – June 14 

Kurds 

Where: Turkey, Iran, 
Iraq, Syria & 
Germany 

Population: 30- 35 M 

 

Main language:  

Kurdish dialects; 
Kurmanji being  the 
largest 

 

Main religion:  

Islam 

Some History: A people without a country. Most of them live in the heart of the Middle 
East, in a mountainous area called Kurdistan. But Kurdistan is not a country. The Kurds 
are not well treated there. The Kurds are mostly Muslims and follow different branches 
of Islam. About half of all Kurds live in Turkey, mostly in the eastern part. For many, this 
has been their homeland for thousands of years. Kurds were even mentioned in the 
Bible, where they are called Medes. 

Thank God: For the many Kurdish people who are seeking the truth and encountering 
God. For small groups of Kurdish believers, including entire families who follow Jesus. 
For the whole Bible in Sorani Kurdish, and the New Testament in Kurmanji both in print 
and on the internet. 

Pray that: For peace in the areas where Kurds live. For Kurds to be treated fairly by the 
countries where they live. That wherever Kurdish refugees live, Christians will welcome 
them and share Jesus with them. That every Kurd will have a chance to hear the good 
news about Jesus.  For the completion of the Kurmanji Old Testament and the Behdini 
Kurdish New Testament. To help Kurdish Christians keep learning how to follow Jesus 
and how to share him with other Kurds. 

Lesotho 

Where:  Inside South 
Africa 

Population: 2.3M 

 

Main language:  

Sesotho & English 

 

Main religion:  

Christianity 

Some History: Lesotho is a small country entirely inside South Africa. It has no coastline 
and other neighbours.  The country has many mountains, fast-flowing streams and 
rushing rivers. Because it’s usually cool and damp, people wrap up in warm colourful 
blankets and wear cone-shaped grass hats. It is one of the poorest countries in the 
world. Basotho boys from poor, rural families sometimes start looking after grazing 
animals when they’re still seven years old.  

Thank God: Many people in the capital city, Maseru, who are coming to know Jesus. For 
the boys and girls who are learning about Jesus through Scripture Union. Christians who 
go into mountain villages to share the good news of Jesus’ love. 

Pray that: To protect MAF pilots as they fly into remote villages with medical care. To 
keep the shepherd boys safe and bring many of them to know Jesus. To help pastors get 
Bible training.  To provide ways that Lesotho’s Christians can learn the Bible and follow 
its teaching. 

  



June 15 – June 21 

Lobi 

Where: West Africa 

Population: 150, 000 
– 550,000 

 

Main language:  

Lobiri, Dagara 
 

Main religion : 
Animism 

 

Some History: The Lobi belong to an ethnic group that originated in what is today 
Ghana. Starting around 1170, many Lobi people migrated into southern Burkina Foso 
and later into Cote d’Ivoire. Historically, the Lobi is a farmer, a hunter, a herder but 
above all he is a warrior. The weapon of choice is the poisoned arrow. Children who are 
at least seven years old have to undergo an initiation ceremony called “joro.” 

Thank God: For the Lobi New Testament and good progress on the Old Testament. For 
the Christian Lobis training for ministry at Bible school and through other programs. For 
the power of Jesus which is stronger than the power of the joro. 

Pray that: Lobis who are learning to read will read the New Testament. To help the 
people translating the Old Testament into Lobi to find the right words. To free the Lobi 
from all fear and from the evil spirits. Young people will understand they need not be 
afraid of the joro if they trust in Jesus. 

Madagascar 

Where: An island off 
the coast of SE Africa 

Population: 26.5M 

 

Main language:  

Malagasy & French 

 

Main religion: Most 
are Christians or 
animists, small 
Muslim minority 

Some History: It is the fourth largest island in the world. The first missionaries arrived 
about two hundred years ago. They started a school to educate the people. Later other 
missionaries arrived and put the language of Malagasy into writing. Many became 
Christians. However, a queen came along and persecuted the Christians. But, when she 
died, there were more Christians than when she became Queen.  More missionaries 
came and helped the church in Madagascar to grow. 

Thank God:  Missionaries, church leaders and the work of the Malagasy Bible Society. 
For the fact that people can worship freely. For the many young people who have 
chosen to follow Jesus 

Pray that: To help Christians today to be faithful to Jesus and worship him alone. For 
many young people to know Jesus and to tell others about him. For more Christians to 
go to places where people have never heard of Jesus. More Christian books and audio 
programs would be made available in the Malagasy language. 

June 22 – June 28 

Maldives 

Where: South West 
India 

Population: 444,000 

 

Main language:  

Dhivehi, some 
English 

 

Main religion: Islam 

 

Some History: The Republic of Maldives is a small island nation in South Asia. It consists 
of at least 1200 islands of which only 200 are inhabited. In the 12th century, Islam 
reached the Maldivian archipelago, which was consolidated as a sultanate. It became a 
British protectorate in 1887 but gained independence from the United Kingdom in 
1965. Fishing and tourism are the main industries.  

Thank God: For Christian materials in Dhivehi – including Luke and Acts, the Jesus film, 
Christian songs, Bible stories, and the Gospel messages – all available online. For the 
handful of Maldivian Christians and the Christian foreigners who live and work in the 
Maldives. 

Pray that:  To strengthen and encourage the Christians in the Maldives. They will 
fearlessly share the love of Jesus with others through their words and the lives that they 
live. For Maldivians to discover that by trusting in Jesus, they can be freed from the fear 
and power of evil spirits. That the leaders of the country will allow everyone to worship 
in the ways they choose. 

 

 

 

  



 

Mandika 
 
Where: West Africa 
 
Population: 2.0M 
 
Main language:  
Mandinka 
 
Main religion:  
Islam 
 

Short History: Mandinkas make up almost half of the people living in the county of the 
Gambia. Many centuries ago, they left their homeland in Mali as traders looking for new 
places to trade. Eventually they settled in the Gambia and the surrounding countries. 
They are animists. In time, almost every Mandinka became Muslim. But most have kept 
their traditional beliefs too. 

Thank God: For the Mandinka Bible. For the medical clinics, youth centers, and other 
places where people can experience God’s love and learn about him from Christians 
working there.  

Pray that: Mandinkas who are learning to read will read the Bible and understand it. To 
help Mandinka Christians  follow Jesus faithfully, care for others, and tell them about his 
love.  For Mandinka musicians who will tell Bible stories through songs using Mandinka 
styles and instruments. To show Mandinkas that he is far greater and more powerful 
than the spirits they fear. To send more missionaries to the Mandinka people to tell 
them about Jesus. 

 
 


