
Operation World Prayer Challenge 

 

February 3 – February 9 

BHUTAN  
 
Geographic location: 
Small country in the 
Hymalaya mountains, 
between China and 
India. 
Population: 817,000 
Main language: 
Dzongkha (Bhutanese) 
Main religion: 
Buddhism. 
 

Some History: People of Bhutan were not allowed to watch TV until 1999 as it was 
forbidden by the king. They were largely cut off from the gospel and the rest of the 
world. Even today, it is very costly to visit Bhutan and very few visitors are allowed in.  
It is easier for Indians to travel there. Christians have to worship in secret and church 
buildings are forbidden. 
Thank God: for the Nepali and Indian Christians who go to work in Bhutan and share 
the gospel.  They meet together in homes and worship and grow their faith in secret.  
Thank God for the people who are translating the Bible in different dialects spoken in 
Bhutan. 
Pray that: Christian workers will be sent to every Bhutanese village, town or city. 
Pray that Bhutanese students will study in other countries and meet Christians who 
will share the good news with them, and that they will return home to share the 
good news with their families.  Pray that these new Christians will be bold and brave 
to share the good news when they return to Bhutan. 

BIJAGOS 

(people group)  
 
Who: The people of 
Bissagos Islands (Bijago) 
Geographic location: 
88 small islands in West 
Africa that belong to 
Guinea-Bissau. 
Population: ~35,000 
Main religion: Animism, 
Islam, Christianity. 
 

Some History: The Bijago people are long time believers in the evil spirit, they call 
iran. They make mud temples, carve idols, and sacrifice animal in hope the spirit will 
not harm them. The people often get sick from their water supplies despite all their 
sacrifices. Christian missionaries visited the Bijagos and dug a well, they told the 
Bijago people about Jesus who does not need animal sacrifices, whom you do not 
need to fear, and who heals and loves you. The community got better and wanted to 
learn more about Jesus. 
Thank God: for the Bijago people who have come to trust God, and new Bijago 
pastors who lead churches.  Thank God for the missionaries who knew how to help 
the Bijagos in practical ways by helping them access clean water and education. 
Pray that: the Bijago people will turn to Jesus and completely break free from the 
power of the iran, and that they will feel God’s love through physical healing. 

February 10 – February 16 

BRAZIL  

 
Population: 210.0 M 
made of 275 indigenous 
people groups, speaking 
185 languages. 
Main religion: 
Christianity (Catholic 
and Protestant and 
other Christian groups) 
 

Some History: Different Christian denominations co-exist together. Many people in 
Salvador follow Candomblé, a mix of African witchcraft and ancestor worship with 
Catholic rituals. When Christians decide to leave the Candomblé belief to follow 
Jesus, it is often difficult as their family may alienate them. There is a heavy presence 
of drugs, gangs, street fighting and violence and many families are broken. 
Thank God: for the many Christian Centers and youth groups that help keep children 
off the street by organizing activities for them. Thank God that the Brazilian people 
are very passionate and when they decide to follow Christ, they become very active 
and are moved by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Pray that: the homeless children will find hope in Jesus and be able to flee 
temptation and life on the street. Pray that the people in remote regions who believe 
in practical magic and evil spirit will be free from their fears and trust God. 

  



February 17 – February 23 

BULGARIA  

 
Geographic location: 
Country in the SE corner 
of Europe bordered by 
Romania, Serbia, Turkey 
Greece, and Macedonia. 
Population: 7 M 
Main religions: 
Orthodox Christians, 
nonreligious, Islam. 

Some History: Under the communist regime between 1944 and 1989, the 
government encouraged atheism and persecuted Christians and Orthodox Christians, 
but they still looked after the poorest. Now under a democratic regime, some have 
become very rich but are corrupt. The Christian community is left to look after the 
poorest. Although it is a Christian country for thousands of years, very few know 
about Jesus or if they do, know too little to preach.  
Thank God: for the long standing history of Christian faith and the Christians who 
visit the slums to share the gospel. 
Pray that: the people of Bulgaria will have a spiritual revival through the Holy Spirit, 
that church leader will learn and understand the Bible well to be able to teach its 
message. 

BURYATS 

(people group)  
 
Who: The Buddhists of 
Siberia.  
Geographic location: 
Bordering Russia, 
Mongolia, and China. 
Population: 510,000. 
Main religions: 
Buddhism, shamanism.  

Some History: In 1817 3 missionaries visited Siberia.  20 Buryats became Christians.  
The Bible was translated in Old Buryat at the time, but no one can read that language 
anymore. Today the New Testament has been translated again and some Christians 
are working hard at translating the Old Testament.   
Thank God: for Mongolian Christians who share the good new with the Buryat 
people, and for the New Testament that exist in Buryat language.  Thank God for the 
film JESUS that was translated in Buryat and is being shown in many places.  
Pray that: Christian missionaries will find practical ways to help the Buryats by 
helping in schools, farming and health care, so that Buryats will come to leave their 
Buddhist and shaman beliefs to follow Jesus.  Pray for the Christian workers to finish 
the translation of the Old Testament in Buryat language. 

February 24 – March 1 

CHINA 

 
Population:  1.42 billion 
with more than 500 
people groups.   
Main religions:  Taoism, 
Buddhism, Protestant, 
Catholic Christian, Islam, 
Atheist. 

Some History: The population is moving quickly within China with the main purpose 
of finding work. Progress happened so quickly that the country is facing a huge 
problem of pollution of its water, air, and land, and people are getting sick. In 1950 
China forced all Christian missionaries out and closed its borders to the world. The 
Christian community had to move underground, they were jailed, sent to prison 
camp or killed. Persecuted Christians continued to share the gospel and their 
numbers grew despite having to hide. Today, China has opened its borders again.  
Some Christian churches are officially recognized by the government and there are all 
kinds of church groups in China who meet in large congregations.   
Thank God: for Chinese Christians who go to China as missionaries so all Chinese can 
hear about Jesus in their own language. Thank God that Chinese people can now 
access a Bible in their language or can access Bible Apps on their phones. Thank God 
for the growing church during the years of persecutions. 
Pray that: the Chinese leaders will lead and rule the country fairly. Pray that 
Christians will be called to help the disabled, the elderly, the sick and the women 
facing unwanted pregnancies, pray that they will all find healing at the hands of their 
Christian helpers and that God’s love will reveal itself to them. Pray that the 
missionaries will be moved by the Holy Spirit and know how to share the gospel with 
people of a different cultural background. 
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